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‘Everything to play for’ - 
Bishop John tells diocese 

In his first message to his new diocese, the new Bishop of 
Oxford, the Rt Revd John Pritchard, sets out his priorities 




Putting words into action 



THE new Bishop of Oxford 
will be inaugurated this 
month in Christ Church 
Cathedral with a promise to 
put mission and evangelism 
at the heart of his work. 

The Rt Revd John 
Pritchard has come to 
Oxford from Durham. 

He says while he will miss 
being called ‘pet’ he is excit- 
ed by his move south. 

In his message to the 
Diocese in this month’s Door, 
he tells church-goers there is 
still everything to play for for 
Christians today. 

Now is an exciting time to 
be a Christian, he says. 

‘We have the opportunity 
to live out the richness of our 
faith in a sceptical but spiri- 
tually hungry culture. 



‘I come among you as one 
who would love to be your 
friend in Christ, working 
with you to set before the 
world an attractive, com- 
pelling, invigorating vision of 

'A deepening and 
enriching relation- 
ship with God is 
central to all we 
do, all the rest is 
candyfloss' 

the Christian faith, a faith 
that changes lives and 
changes society,’ he writes in 
this issue. 

His priorities for his time 
in the Diocese of Oxford are 



mission and evanglism, he 
told The Door. 

‘I want the Gospel to be 
put in the public square,’ he 
said. 

‘I also want to support and 
encourage front-line clergy, 
who can be lonely and mis- 
understood, particularly if 
they are not in large, sup- 
portive teams.’ 

He intends to focus too on 
the sacred centre of life. 

‘A deepening and enrich- 
ing relationship with God is 
central to all we do, all the 
rest is candyfloss,’ he said. 

• See page 7 for the 
Bishop’s message or log on 
to www.oxford.anglican.org 
to hear the Bishop speak 
directly to the diocese. 



NEWS of the struggles faced 
by the last remaining 
Christians in Baghdad was 
listened to avidly by the con- 
gregation gathered in 
Dorchester Abbey - but none 
listened more closely than 
nine year old Megan Prince. 

Megan was so moved by 
the sermon by Canon 
Andrew White, the special 
advisor to the Iraqi Institute 
of Peace, that she organised 
a sale to raise money for the 
congregation of St George’s 



Church in Baghdad. 

T heard how many fathers 
and sons had died in the 
war and how many children 
there were in the congrega- 
tion without fathers. 

‘It made me want to do 
something for them,’ said 
Megan, from Wallingford. 

Her cakes and bric-a-brac 
sale, staffed by Megan and 
her friend Sophie, raised a 
fantastic £1,100. 

The remaining congrega- 
tion was so moved by 



Megan’s letter and money 
that they wrote back to her, 
and sent her two medals for 
her efforts. 

‘We are so proud of her, 
she saw the whole thing 
right through to the end and 
carried it all out herself,’ 
said her mum Ellie. 

The situation is dire for 
the congregation currently, 
as the last remaining lay 
preacher has been kid- 
napped and is being held to 
ransom. 



Win a complete set of Bishop John's books 

THE DOOR has teamed up with Christian publishers SPCK to give away a complete set of 
Bishop John's books. Ranging from books on prayer, 'How to Pray' and the 'Intercessions 
Handbook' to 'How to explain your faith' the seven books are worth around £70. His latest book, 
'The Life and Work of a Priest' is only published this month by SPCK. To enter the draw to win 
the books, send your name and address to Book draw, The DOOR, Diocesan Church House, North 
Hinksey Lane, Oxford, 0X2 ON B by 7 June. 



















A huge variety of exciting destinations 
- ail at amazingly economical costs i 
Sharing Christian friendship 
with refreshing evening Bible Talks 
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News 



People flock through new Cathedral doors 




Dean of the Cathedral, Christopher Lewis, blesses the new 
doors, photo K T Tuppence 



New archdeacon for Buckingham 



CANON Karen Gorham has 
been appointed as the new 
archdeacon of Buckingham, 
following in the footsteps of 
the Venerable Sheila Watson 
who left the diocese to become 
Archdeacon of Canterbury. 

Like Sheila, Karen is only 
one of a handful of women 
archdeacons in the Church of 
England and at 42 is believed 
to be the youngest. 

Karen is currently Priest-in- 
charge of St Paul’s, Maidstone 
in the Canterbury Diocese. 

She grew up in Billericay in 
Essex and worked as an adminis- 
trator before training for ordina- 



tion at Trinity College, Bristol. 

She hopes to be a particular 
encouragement to women 
clergy, of whom Oxford has 
more than any other diocese. 

She said: 1 am delighted and 
honoured to be coming to the 
Oxford diocese at such an excit- 
ing time. I very much look for- 
ward to working with Bishop 
Alan, Bishop John and the senior 
staff and, in particular, getting to 
know the people and parishes of 
the Buckingham archdeaconry. 
Sheila will be a hard act to fol- 
low however I aim to build on all 
she has accomplished and bring 
my own gifts to the role.’ 



A PAIR of new glass doors 
have welcomed in thousands 
of new worshippers and visi- 
tors to Christ Church 
Cathedral. 

Numbers attending services 
in Cathedrals across Britain 
have increased in recent 
years, and Christ Church is 
no exception, with services 
particularly well attended last 
year and this Easter. 

Last year’s numbers were 
boosted by the farewell to 
Bishop Richard, the former 
Bishop of Oxford, and a 
Mozart Requiem in Holy 
Week. 

But this year there are 
already encouraging signs 
that worshippers are contin- 
uing to come to the 
Cathedral. Around 800 peo- 



SENIOR clergy have criti- 
cised a new law which 
requires churches and cathe- 
drals to display prominently 
a no-smoking sign. 

From 1 July virtually all 
enclosed public places will 
become smoke free by law. 

This new law requires no- 
smoking signs to be dis- 
played in all smoke free 
premises and vehicles, 
including churches and 
church halls. These signs 
must be a minimum of A 5 in 
size and display an interna- 
tional no-smoking sign. 

It will be up to each church 



pie worshipped there on 
Easter Day. 

The new doors are designed 
to make the Cathedral much 
more open and welcoming, 
and are set inside the original 
wooden doors. Designed by 
Jane McDonald of 
Dorchester-on-Thames, they 
are delicately lettered with the 
words ‘Aedes Christi - House 
of Christ’. 

Cathedral staff are already 
busy with plans for the next 
Cathedral and college open 
day on September 15. 

The last event, two years 
ago, attracted more than 
3,000 people. 

The Cathedral will be full 
of stalls and displays, and 
there will be concerts, 
recitals and tours on offer - 



authority to decide exactly 
where these signs should be 
displayed, but they must be 
put up somewhere in the 
entrance to the building. 

But senior figures in the 
Church of England have 
described the ruling as ‘daft’. 

The Dean of Southwark, 
the Very Revd Cohn Slee said 
that historic religious build- 
ings should be exempt. 

And the Bishop of 
Dorchester, the Rt Revd 
Colin Fletcher, said: ‘In 30 
years in ministry I've never 
seen anyone attempting to 
light up in church. The law 



including Alice in 
Wonderland and Harry 
Potter tours for youngsters. 

There will also be a 
labyrinth, offering a spiritual 
experience, said the sub- 
Dean the Very Revd 
Nicholas Coulton. 

Visitors can also sign up 
for dinner in the College in 
the evening. 

All parishes in the diocese 
will be invited. Individuals 
and groups can just turn up 
but dinner does need to be 
pre-booked on 01865 
286848. For more details see 
future issues of The Door. 

• A series of lectures will 
start at Christ Church mark- 
ing World Church year from 
4 July. For more details see 
the Doorpost, page 15. 



states that churches must put 
up these signs, but we’re 
hoping that local authorities 
will use their common sense 
over enforcement. 

‘The Church is working 
with the Department of 
Health to work out what 
compliance looks like’. 

The Department of Health 
has said that providing an 
exemption ‘would have cre- 
ated a dangerous precedent’. 

Free no smoking signs can 
be downloaded and printed 
or ordered from smoke- 
freeengland.co.uk/resources 
or calling 0800 1691697. 



Land Registration 

Following queries from an 
article on Land Registration 
in the April issue of The 
Door, we want to clarify that 
although it is not compulsory 
at this stage, parishes are 
strongly encouraged to regis- 
ter property where there is a 
danger of encroachment, access 
or boundary disputes. 

Further information will be 
circulated when the results 
from the pilot areas are known. 

Any queries, please contact 
Pam Rolls, Diocesan Land 
Registration Administrator 
01865 208201. 

Cornerstone award 

In the 2006-2007 Design 
Award Competition organised 
by the Mayor of Wokingham, 
The Cornerstone, the new 
community hall belonging to 
All Saints 7 Church 
Wokingham, was the winner 
of the prize in the Community 
Development category. 

The judges praised the sim- 
plicity of the design and the 
materials used. 

The Cornerstone opened 
three years ago and is already 
beginning to fulfil its mission Ho 
enrich the lives of the people of 
Wokingham and to deepen our 
spirit of community 7 . 

Midsummer Music 

An evening of haunting music 
is being held in Horspath on 9 
June, to raise money towards 
the church's parish share. 

More details and tickets from 
Horspath Village Store and 
Post Office, telephone: 01865 
872903 Queen's Head Pub, 
Horspath, telephone: 01865 
875567 



Churches ordered to put up ‘no smoking’ signs 
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Exploring vocations 



THE Diocese of Oxford held 
an evening on Vocations 
Sunday for young people at 
Greyfriars Church, Reading. 

The Vicar, The Revd 
Jonathan Wilmot, kindly 
agreed to let us join in their 
usual Sunday evening worship. 
Several hundred young people 
and adults from as far away as 
Banbury in the North and 
Sunningdale in the East, gath- 
ered together to worship and 
listen to the Bishop of Reading. 

The Bishop spoke enter- 
tainingly and challengingly, 
firstly of the vocation to 
know and follow Christ and 
secondly of the vocation to 
serve Christ. We also heard 
Ryan Green (a curate from 



Cookham), Hannah Cleugh 
and Lizzie Hartley (two 
young ordainands from 
Cuddesdon College) and Jo 
Donaldson (a teacher from 
the Downs School outside 
Newbury), who all told their 
own stories about their expe- 
rience of God’s call. 

Afterwards there was an 
opportunity to meet people, to 
look at displays and pick up 
information about gap year 
activities, mission and relief 
agencies, religious communi- 
ties and the ordained and lay 
ministries of the Church. 
Canon Christine Redgrave is 
Area Director of Ordinands 
for Reading and Dorchester 
Episcopal Areas 
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Feature 



Say it with flowers 



Summer is upon us and with it a host of church flower festivals to choose 
from in the local 'what's on' columns. Apart from being great fundrais- 
ers, these popular perennials are perfectly placed to unite communities 
and encourage non-churchgoers through the door. 




Just one of the displays at Grendon Underwood's Church in celebration of 'the colour and beauty 
of creation' and of 30 years of the Swan Group. Other churches in the group include those at 
Barton Hartshorn, Chetwode, Edgcott, Marsh Gibbon andTwyford and Preston Bissett. 

Photo Malvin Drakley 



TO celebrate 30 years of ministry together in May this year the 
Swan team of parishes in Oxfordshire organised a giant 
flower festival. 

Over just one wet weekend the seven churches saw hun- 
dreds of visitors tour some or all of the buildings enjoying not 
just the sights and smells of the flowers but the friendly wel- 
come, extra displays, children’s activities and, of course, 
refreshments. There was even a courtesy shuttle bus laid on 
between the buildings. 

And what floral exhibits there were. With a loose theme of 
‘colour and beauty of creation’, dozens of local businesses, 
schools, community groups and individuals entered into the 
spirit of the event with a fantastic flowery contribution; some 
beautiful and others with more of a story to tell. 

Team Rector, the Revd David Hiscock, told the DOOR: ‘It 
was an occasion that really brought whole communities 
together. Everyone, churchgoers or not, were very happy to 
get involved and make the event a success. ‘ 

With the universal popularity of flowers, combined with 
other appropriate activities, David says that there is nothing 
like a flower festival for encouraging people to put aside time 
to visit a church, and it is often a revelation. 

‘It’s amazing that when people go on holiday they will often 
head for churches listed as tourist attractions in their guide 
books. Yet many of those same people have never set foot 
inside their own local church to experience the peace and 
beauty of it.’ 

For the church itself, David says: ‘Many of our congrega- 
tion put their faith into action daily, helping people in their 
villages with no fanfare or fuss. Putting on the flower festival 



and inviting people in to enjoy 
the results is an opportunity 
to produce something tangible 
for others to appreciate.’ 

It took about six months to 
plan the recent festival, said 
David, and required lots of 
communication and co-opera- 
tion by the planning team 
from each of the churches, but 
the comments from visitors 
and the effects on community 
spirit made it worthwhile. 

At Holy Trinity Church in 
Theale, Berkshire, Janet 
Shurmer has been busily 
working with a team to 
organise a flower festival on 2 
and 3 June, celebrating the 
building’s 175th anniversary, 
and raising vital money for a 
new roof. 

She said: ‘The festival has given the whole parish and other 
churches in our deanery an opportunity to work together on 
something that is always a popular event. We chose the theme 
of anniversaries and have been delighted at the response. 
We’re looking forward to a wonderful range of displays from 
100 years of Scouting to the Abolition of the Transatlantic 
Slavery Act to the Queen’s Diamond wedding anniversary.’ 

On the Sunday morning the Bishop of Reading, the Rt Revd 



Stephen Cottrell, will lead a celebratory eucharist at the 
church, and the weekend will end with a choral evensong at 
which it is hoped those who have contributed will attend. 

Janet says that though a flower festival undoubtedly 
involves months of planning and preparation, it is always a 
very joyful occasion that attracts lots of local people. As well 
as enjoying the displays they will perhaps discover, or re-dis- 
cover what their church has to offer. 




The Mission to Seafarers 

Sea Sunday - July 8 



By joining us this Sea Sunday July 8, 
in prayer and support for seafarers around 
the world you will be helping us in our 
ministry to them. 

The shipping industry may have changed 
since 1 856, but life at sea can still be beset 
by dangers and difficulties and our care for 
seafarers is needed as much as ever. 

Our resources pack for Sea Sunday focuses 
on the importance of seafarers to our daily 
lives and our ministry to them on behalf of 
the Church. It includes a poster, sermon 
notes and prayers, a pew leaflet and 
material for children. 



If you would like a Sea Sunday 
resources pack contact Mrs Kathy 
Baldwin on 020 7248 5202, email 
prGmisslontoseafarers.org or 
complete the coupon below right 
and send to: 

Mrs Kathy Baldwin, 

The Mission to Seafarers, 

St Michael Paternoster Royal, 
College Hill, 

London EC4R 2RL. 

Tel: 020 7248 5202 

Fax: 020 7248 4761 

Email: prGmissiontoseafarers.org 

www.misslontoseafarers.org 



Caring for seafarers 
around the world 



Registered Charity No. 212432 



Postcode 

TD0607 



Please send me a Sea Sunday information pack. 
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People & places 



More space at Ashbury 




ASHBURY C of E Primary School pupils, with headmaster 
Russell King, enjoy the official opening of the school's exten- 
sion by the Bishop of Reading, the Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell. 



Long service and inspiration 



HE may have just celebrated 
his 90th birthday, but Ernie 
Skidmore intends to carry on 
‘serving’ at St Peter’s Church 
Aylesbury just as he has for 
the last 30 years. 

Ernie, who is a member of the 
Guild of Servers of the 
Sanctuary (a universal company 
with worldwide membership) 
enjoyed a celebratory party 
with family and friends from 
St Peter’s and other church- 
es in the Aylesbury Team. 



He puts his longevity down 
to early morning swims! 

Meanwhile the Banbury RE 
Centre (a religious resource 
and training centre for teach- 
ers) in Oxfordshire is bidding 
a fond farewell to its manag- 
er of eight years, Gill Hunt, 
who retires in June. 

Spokesperson Sue Riches 
says Gill has worked with 
inspirational drive to develop 
the work of the centre and 
she will be greatly missed. 



Choir on song 

READING Minster Midweek 
Choir has celebrated the 10th 
anniversary of its foundation 
in a service of Choral 
Evensong in Reading Minster, 
attended by the Bishop of 
Reading. 

The choir was formed in 
1997 by Seymour Norman, a 
former chorister of Exeter 
Cathedral, specifically to pro- 
vide choral evensong in the 
cathedral tradition in The 
Minster. This it has done ever 
since, at 6.15pm on alternate 
Wednesdays, as well as 
singing at other services. 

Mr Norman, is still involved 
with the choir which is now 
conducted by David Butler. 
David would like to hear from 
anyone interested in joining 
and reminds people that they 
are always welcome to drop in 
for the Wednesday evening 
services. For more informa- 
tion see www.reading-mid- 
week-choir.co.uk 

Snakes and Ladders 

THE latest book by Bishop 
Stephen Verney has been 
launched in the USA. 'Snakes 
and Ladders' will be pub- 
lished later in the UK. 



FAITH IN CRITICISM? 



THE NATURE OF BIBLICAL CRITICISM 
John Barton 




This major new work provides a magisterial 
overview of key factors and developments in 
the history of biblical study. It presents a clear 
and insightful explanation of what makes 
biblical criticism ‘critical’, and a positive vision 
of what biblical criticism has achieved and why 
it is still needed. 

Examining the driving forces behind the rise of 
biblical criticism, it analyses what is meant by 
calling some kinds of biblical study ‘critical’, 
and considers modern attacks on the critical 
study of Scripture, showing not only that such 
attacks are misplaced but that the practice of 
biblical criticism, properly understood, is more 
inclusive and flexible than people may think. 

Written in an engaging style, this work mounts 
a robust defence of biblical criticism as a form 
of literary criticism which recovers and 
elucidates the meaning of the biblical texts, and 
shows that there need be no conflict or tension 
between criticism and religious commitment. 



Westminster John Knox Press • 978 0 664 22587 2 • 216pp • PB • £ 13.99 



John Barton is Oriel and Lang Professor of the Interpretation of Holy Scripture at the 
University of Oxford. 

To celebrate publication, join the author at a book launch on Thursday 28th June in the 
Champneys Room at Oriel College, Oriel Square, Oxford, 0X1 4EW from 5.30 - 7pm. 
The book will be available at 20% discount and light refreshments will be served. If you 
wish to attend, please telephone Elaine Reid at Alban Books on 0131 226 2217 or email 
elaine.reid@albanbooks.com by 5pm on Friday 15 th June. 



A 



Available from your local bookshop or in case of difficulty please contact: 

ALBAN BOOKS LTD 



ALBAN 14 Be, f° rd Road, Edinburgh EH4 3BL, UK 
BOOKS Tel: 0131 226 2217 Fax: 0131 225 5999 



Web: albanbooks.com 
Email: sales@albanbooks.com 



A real honour! 




TWO communities have honoured their vicars with a public 
show of appreciation recently. 

In Carterton Town Hall, Oxfordshire, in April, the Revd 
Roger Billings, rector of St John the Evangelist Church, 
received a citation for ‘Exceptional Citizenship’ from the Lord 
Lieutenant of the County, Mr Hugo Brunner. 

His work as a governor of three schools was recognised, as 
well as his involvement with the Carterton Educational Trust 
and, of course, the many activities at St John’s. Roger and his 
wife, Margaret, are pictured above with Mr Brunner (left) 
after the citation. 

In Pangbourne, Berks, the Revd John Staples and his wife 
Jane were awarded the village’s annual Millennium award for 
‘outstanding service to the community’. 

Mr Staples has been rector of the Pangbourne, Tidmarsh 
and Sulham churches for 10 years, and chair of the All 
Churches Together group for more than six years, while Jane 
has run and developed the profile of the local Oxfam shop as 
well as teaching at Pangbourne College. 

Mr Staples told the audience that they were grateful for the 
award. They have been very happy in Pangbourne and have 
enjoyed being part of the community and seeing the church 
develop. 



Walk this way - for three charities 



ANYONE willing to put their 
best foot forward for all or 
part of the Oxford-to- 
Reading Walk for Freedom 
on 3-5 June can still sign up. 

The walk commemorates 
the bicentenary of the 
Abolition of the 
Transatlantic Slave Trade Act 
and links with the national 
March of the Abolitionists. 
Support to cheer the walkers 
on their way is welcome at 
the start at 1.30pm in 
Radcliffe Square Oxford, and 
at other points along the 
route. Call Daniel Rutland 
on 01865 456135 for details. 

Oxford Friends in Faith 



are also lacing up their walk- 
ing boots for The Friendship 
Walk 2007 through Oxford 
on 6 June. 

Starting at 6.30pm at the 
Oxford Synagogue and 
Jewish Centre in Jericho, the 
walkers will head, via The 
University Church of St Mary 
the Virgin, to the Central 
Mosque in East Oxford. For 
details call 01865 557947. 

Finally, The Ridgeway 
Walk on 29 July promises a 
fun outing for congregations 
in aid of the Reading Single 
Homeless Project. To get 
involved call Lorraine Joslin 
on 0118 950 7656. 



0J G is on the radio 

EX-CHEF Gary Smith has 
landed his own Urban Gospel 
music show on BBC Radio 
Oxford after guesting on the 
station's Sybil Ruscoe Show. 
Gary used to work at HMP 
Bullingdon but has been carv- 
ing out a new career as DJ G. 
Tune in to his new radio show 
from 27 May at 9pm. 



Take a note please... 

PCC secretaries have jumped 
at the chance to meet to dis- 
cuss their role. The first date 
organised by the diocese on 
12 May was so popular it was 
over-subscribed, and a second 
event has been fixed for 7 July 
in Reading. 

For more information on 
the next event email Anthony 
Stevens on Anthony, lock- 
sride@btinternet.com. To 
book call Church House on 
01865 280200. 



Who are you? 

FIVE Oxfordshire churches 
are delving back into their vil- 
lage history books for what 
promises to be a fascinating 
fundraising local history 
weekend. 

From 29 June to 1 July the 
Damascus Group of Churches, 
including Drayton, Appleford, 
Milton, Steventon and Sutton 
Courtenay, are offering the 
chance to check local family 
backgrounds, making parish 
registers available for inspec- 
tion and looking at historic 
local events. Opening times 
are 10am-4pm on Friday and 
Saturday (2pm-6pm in 
Steventon) and noon-4pm on 
Sunday. 



Calling all organists 

The organ master class with 
international organ recitalist 
Ann Elise Smoot, for aspiring 
organists, will be on 23 June 
at St Nicholas Church, 
Newbury, not 24 June as 
stated in last month's DOOR. 



Eco-column 



POLITICIANS and prelates are beginning to 
accept global warming due to human- 
induced build up of carbon dioxide in our 
atmosphere as a reality which must be 
faced. Even industry is beginning to realise 
that there are costs to be borne and possibly 
profits to be made. In such a context, what 
is a low carbon building? 

When my Department moved from a 
leaking, clapped out relic of the second 
world war to a handsome purpose designed 
modern building, our electricity bill went up 
by a factor of three or four with the same 



number of staff. Lifts, air conditioning, 
properly lit corridors and offices, all pushed 
the electricity bill up, and consequently the 
carbon emissions for which our Department 
was responsible. 

Last week, I visited two drop-dead gor- 
geous tiny rural medieval churches. Thick 
rubble walls, small windows and a stout 
oak roof beams meant they were pleasantly 
cool in summer and mild in winter. They 
have sheltered generations of village wor- 
shippers and are still doing their job perfect- 
ly well today. True, the congregation would 
be silly to turn up in their shirt sleeves on a 
winter’s morning, but here are living exam- 
ples of what low carbon buildings might be 
like and how low carbon occupants might 
dress! 

Ian James is Diocesan Environment Advisor 
and NSM in the Winkfield Benefice . 
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God in the life of 



The art of forgiveness 

Without healing there can be no reconciliation, no forgiveness and, ultimately, no peace 
between individuals, communities and nations, Anglican priest Father Michael Lapsley tells 
Sally Jarman. But it's a long and painful journey that he knows all too well. 



FORGIVENESS is a very big 
word, says Father Michael 
Lapsley as he takes time dur- 
ing his visit to Oxford to tell 
me about the Institute for the 
Healing of Memories of 
which he is director. And he 
should know... 

Living in Harare, 
Zimbabwe, 17 years ago 
after expulsion from South 
Africa for his ‘political and 
social organising efforts’, the 
softly spoken priest opened a 
letter from the then South 
African government. In the 
resulting blast he lost both 
hands, an eye and part of his 
hearing. Another victim in 
the fight against apartheid. 

Physically and emotionally 
scarred by his experience, Fr 
Michael could have 
remained a victim, embit- 
tered and angry. But, he says, 
he was lucky. News of the 
attack prompted an outpour- 
ing of prayer, support and 
love from his many friends 
and colleagues across the 
world. And, even at the time 
of the explosion he felt that 
God stayed by his side. 

The fact that his story was 
heard, his pain recognised 
and the attack acknowledged 
as morally wrong strength- 
ened him to face a healing 
journey from victim, to phys- 
ical survivor, to the victor he 
has undoubtedly become. 

But as he made his journey 
he realised others were not 
so lucky. Each year thou- 
sands of people throughout 
the world suffer trauma 
through war, oppression and 
conflict without their story 
and pain being acknowl- 
edged and heard. 

Many cannot move on 
emotionally, even if they sur- 
vive physically, because they 
cannot break free from the 
memories of their trauma. 
Some may even become vic- 
timizers themselves. And all 
too often the wounds are 
passed down from genera- 
tion to generation, still raw 
and painful. 

Fr Michael believes that 
without healing there can be 
no reconciliation and no 
hope of peace for individu- 
als, communities or nations. 

His response is the 
Institute for Healing of 
Memories which he helped 
to launch when he was able 
to return to Cape Town in 
the 1990s. 

Working throughout 



South Africa, and in many 
other countries by invitation, 
the institute runs workshops 
providing a safe space for 
individuals to tell their sto- 
ries in an atmosphere of lis- 
tening and mutual respect, 
with trained facilitators. 

Not just victims of vio- 
lence but prisoners and 
HIV/AIDS sufferers and 
refugees are helped by the 
chance to be heard. 

Focus is also on how peo- 
ple’s stories are affected by 
the history of their country, 
so that both they, and their 
nation, can break free from 
the past and move forward. 

Fr Michael says: ‘Our 

workshops are heart-based, 
rather than head, because that 
is where the poison lies, in 
memory connected to feelings. 

‘In listening to someone’s 
story, something of the moral 
order is restored and they 
can begin to let go of this 

'I am pleased that 
as Jesus walked with 
those who suffered, I 
can walk alongside 
those who suffer 
now. It is a small but 
powerful step to 
healing the wounds 
of the past' 

poison that has held them 
hostage. They can become 
empowered and victorious, 
not in the militaristic sense 
but in the Jesus sense - the 
victim of Good Friday who 
becomes the victor on Easter 
day.’ 

Which brings us back to 
forgiveness - a very big word. 

‘Forgiveness is the big 
one,’ says Father Michael, 
‘So often forgiveness is spo- 
ken of almost glibly, as if it’s 
easy; forgive and forget. 
Religious leaders and com- 
munities can be as guilty as 
any in brushing over the dif- 
ficulties in the process of for- 
giveness. But it’s not easy. It’s 
messy and jagged and you 
might go one step forward 
then go backwards again, 
lots of times. 

‘When it happens it is lib- 
erating, like untying a knot, 
and it opens the way for 
healing. People just need to 
know that it’s ok when they 



struggle with forgiveness.’ 

Of his own persecutors he 
says he has still not forgiven 
anyone ‘because so far there 
is no-one to forgive’. But if 
the bomber was to identify 
himself and ask for forgive- 
ness he would much prefer 
the justice of restoration than 
the justice of punishment. 

It is proven that healing is 
greatly helped by the 
acknowledgement of wrong- 
doing, and the will for repa- 
ration, says Fr Michael. It is 
also one of the hardest things 
to achieve. 

‘It is tremendously empow- 
ering to hear the words ‘I am 
sorry. Will you forgive me?’ 
But it’s not easy to say and 
there are many parts of the 
world, including the UK, 
where apology remains a 
sharp issue both within coun- 
tries and between countries.’ 

I wonder if his unwavering 
faith helped in his own jour- 
ney to healing. 

Fr Michael says: ‘Certainly 
I always felt God was with 
me and took great comfort 
from that. I think faith can 
assist us enormously in mak- 
ing sense of what is happen- 
ing to us and giving us 
strength to deal with it. At the 
heart of the Biblical message 
is a God who brings good out 
of evil and life out of death.’ 

So does he despair that 
man seemingly fails to learn 
from the past, with violence 
and oppression and injustice 
continuing around the world? 

‘In the face of such suffer- 
ing it is sometimes not easy 
to keep hope alive, but 
always there are people who 
are daring to live heroic lives, 
daring to act with gentleness, 
kindness and compassion. In 
South Africa, in what seemed 
an impossible situation there 
were people who dared to 
hope and had courage to see 
that it would not always be 
that way. 

‘I take strength from 
prayer and liturgy, certainly, 
but in particular from people 
like this. Beautiful people 
around the world who dare 
to be signs of hope in the 
darkest of times, and this 
encourages and inspires me.’ 

‘With the Institute for the 
Healing of Memories I am 
pleased that as Jesus walked 
with those who suffered, I 
can walk alongside those 
who suffer now. It is a small 
but powerful step to healing 



the wounds of the past.’ 

It would be impossible not 
to find inspiration in the jour- 
ney of Fr Michael Lapsley 
and the work of the Institute. 
In his own words, ‘a sign that 
stronger than the forces of 
evil and hatred are the forces 
of gentleness, kindness, of 
justice, and of Life of God’. 

Fr Michael visited Oxford as 
a guest of All Saints’ 

Convent. He will run a 
Healing of Memories 
Workshop from 20-22 
September at The Well at 
Willen, Bucks. For details see 
www.thewellatwillen.org.uk 
For information about the 
Institute for the Healing of 
Memories see www.healin- 
gofmemories.co.za 
To find out about the 
Oxford Friends of the 
Institute call 01865 248830. 




Father Michael Lapsley Photo The Institute for the Healing of 
Memories 




Do your feet have what it takes to go the distance 
for children who face danger and discrimination in 
their daily lives? Join our fun sponsored walking 
event, Footsteps for Childhood, in the historic heart of 
Oxford on Sat. 16 June. 

Register in advance to secure your place at 
www.childrenssociety.org.uk/footsteps 
or call 0845 600 8585 

Charity Registration No. 221124 
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Parish Spotlight 




CATCH up with 
Christian art in Oxford 



Welcome to our 
new-look page six, 
which each month 
will feature interest- 
ing parish projects 
around the diocese. 
This issue we look at 
an innovative arts 
project by St 
Clement's Church 
Oxford. If there is 
an unusual outreach 
project in your 
parish, get in touch. 



photo courtesy of Riding Lights Roughshod 



COFFEE, Christian art and discussion 
are on the menu in the basement of The 
Mish' (the Old Mission Hall) in St 
Clement's Street, Oxford each Monday 
evening, thanks to the CATCH 
(Christian Arts Tea and Coffee House) 
team of St Clement's Church. 

The venue has been attracting top 
professional and amateur Christian 
artists since it opened in 2006. And, the 
combination of relaxed cafe-style 
atmosphere and the opportunity to 
engage with the artists is proving a real 
draw to Christians and non-Christians 
alike. 

The Revd Jennifer Brown, curate at St 
Clement's and a founder of CATCH, is 
delighted with the success of the venture 
that sought to provide somewhere for 
people to explore -their faith and spiritu- 
ality creatively. 

She told the DOOR: 'CATCH came 
about because we have this great space 
in The Mish and wanted to use it for 



more than just the youth work that goes 
on there. 

'Taking the cafe set-up that was 
already there, and with the wealth of 
gifted Christian artists in and around 

'we felt this was a great 
opportunity to invite people to 
discover or explore their faith 
in a relaxed, social setting.' 



Oxford we felt there was a great oppor- 
tunity to invite people to discover or 
explore their faith in a relaxed, social 
setting.' 

From visual artists such as Nicholas 
Mynheer (featured in the May edition of 
the DOOR), and author Ann Pilling, to 
performers such as Dave Bankhead and 
the Oxford Gospel Choir; Jennifer says 
everyone has been very generous with 
their time and have enjoyed discussions 



about their work and their faith with 
the audience after their set. 

A drama workshop and performance 
from Roughshod touring theatre com- 
pany was a highlight of the recent 
schedule, and the once monthly film 
night with popcorn and fellowship is 
always popular. 

Jennifer says: 'The great thing is that 
people can just drop in as they are and 
enjoy a good evening of entertainment 
as well as a chat and a drink. Lots of our 
audiences are church members anyway, 
but it's wonderful when they bring a 
friend who isn't a Christian, or someone 
comes along who is just thinking about 
their spirituality and wants to find out 
more. They find talented Christian peo- 
ple talking about their life and work 
and a relaxed, open setting for the ques- 
tions they want to ask.' 

CATCH begins at 7.30pm each 
Monday except through July and 
August. 



Trinity Crossword 




Across 

7. Prophet, ha! is an eye said to 
open (6) 

8. Demand reward for discreet 
apostle (6) 

10. Trips, not in mixed spirits (7) 

11. Rock the key holder (5) 

12. Thirteen was this at Last 
Supper (4) 

13. Central figure of Christianity 
(5) 

17. Christian male has held rift 
(5) 

18. Primo novelist and denim 
maker (4) 

22. Handel hits captivate capital 
(5) 

23. I'm no rock unsettled charac- 
ter (7) 

24. Praises old confused sailor (6) 
25&14. Port in week after Trinity 
(6,7) 



Down 

1. Grass was an early bishop (7) 

2. John wasThirteen's cousin (7) 
3,11&4. Pair with feast on 29th 
June (5, 5, 3, 4) 

4. See three (3,4) 

5. Scottish cape of intense rage 
(5) 

6. Words fail to depict one of 
Damocles (5) 

9. Island rising as Thirteen did (9) 

14. See twenty-five (7) 

15. From French tomb solve some 
of these clues (7) 

16. Intellectual head to see and 
remember (7) 

19. Farewell, a French god (5) 

20. Saint of Hertfordshire (5) 

21. Former name of eleven (5) 



This month's prize is Walking in Faith, a hardback 
pocket book of 365 daily devotionals comprising 
favourite extracts from past issues of Every Day 
with Jesus by Selwyn Hughes. It covers topics 
such as: The Second Coming; The Purpose and 
Power of Praise; and Discovering Life's Greatest 
Purpose. Send your entries to Trinity Crossword, 
The DOOR, Diocesan Church House, North 
Hinksey Lane, Oxford 0X2 ON B by 11 June. 

Answers to the Pentecost Crossword: Across: 7. Tongue, 8. Spirit, 10. 

Entitle 11. Satan, 12. Crow, 13. Styli, 17. Which, 18. Ebon, 22. Ghost, 23. 
Seventh 24. Output, 25. Inform Down: 1. Stretch, 2. Unction, 3. Quote, 4. 
Apostle 5. Truth, 6. Atone, 9. Pentecost. 4. Whitsun. 15. Abandon, 16. 
Anthems 19. Aglow, 20. Hosts, 21. Event 



SELWYN HUGHES 







Competition winners 

DOOR Survey Woodley, Reading, John Bush 



Thank you to all those who 
took the time to complete the 
DOOR survey. 

Your comments will be dis- 
cussed by the DOOR'S Editorial 
Group, as we look at how we 
can continue to improve the 
look and content of your dioce- 
san newspaper. 

The prize for five of our 
readers is David Winter's 
Espresso Bible, which brings 
together the 'essential' pas- 
sages of the Bible and links 
them with short bits of intro- 
ductory and explanatory text. 

If you are daunted by the 
Bible, this little book offers an 
ideal solution. 

Janet Minkkinen of Slough, 
Berks, Nigel Bennett of 



of Weedon, Aylesbury, Fiona 
Little of Newbury, Berks, and 
Kevin Beer of Abingdon, 
Oxfordshire all win a copy of 
the Espresso Bible 

If you would like to purchase 
a copy of the book, it is pub- 
lished by Lion Hudson and 
priced at £4.99. 

The DOOR is available free 
in churches in the diocese or by 
subscription (£10 a year). If 
you would like to subscribe to 
the DOOR contact Natalie 
Abbott on 01865 208 225. 

Pentecost crossword 

Congratulations to Mrs A 
Symons of Sonning Common 
who wins a copy of Beryl 
Adamsbaum's Paths of Peace. 



Clergy News 

The Revd Mark Adams, Associate Minister, St Mary's 
Bletchley, is to be Priest in Charge, St John the Evangelist, 
Mansfield, Diocese of Southwell; The Revd David Andrew, 
Priest in Charge, White Waltham with Shottesbrooke, is to be 
also Priest in Charge, Waltham St Lawrence; The Revd Jean 
Barton, Associate Priest, Harwell with Chilton, Wallingford 
Deanery, is to be House for Duty Priest, Saddleworth Team 
Ministry with responsibility for St Mary Green ield & St Chad 
Saddleworth, Manchester Diocese; The Revd Bi>! Carpenter, is 
given Permission to Officiate; The Revd Martin Cawte, 
Associate Priest Hermitage Team with responsibility for St 
Mary & St Nicholas Compton, and St Mary, East Ilsley, is to be 
House for Duty Priest, Hermitage Team with responsibility for 
St Mary & St Nicholas Compton & St Mary, East Ilsley; The 
Revd John Congdon, is given Permission to Officiate; The 
Revd Alison Cooper, Associate Priest, All Saints Church, 
Ascot Heath, Bracknell Deanery, is to be Associate Priest, All 
Souls, South Ascot and Associate Priest, St Michael's and All 
Angels, Sunninghill; The Revd Dick Douglas, Associate F riesf. 
St John the Baptist, Grove, Wantage Deanery, is given 
Permission to Officiate; The Revd Jeremy Goulston, Assistant 



Curate in the United Benefice of Henfield, Shermansbury & 
Woodmancote, Chichester Diocese, is to be Team Vicar, 
Wallingford Team Ministry; The Revd Laura Hodges, Curate 
at St Michael's and St Nicolas Abingdon, Abingdon Deanery, is 
to be also Chaplain, Abingdon Hospital; The Revd Canon 
David Howie, is given Permission to Officiate; The Revd 
Christopher Morgan-Cromar, Assistant Curate, St Peter with 
St James, Brackley, is given Permission to Officiate; The Revd 
Jamie Murray, Assistant Curate, Upper Holloway Team 
Ministry, is to be Associate Vicar, Chesham Bois; The Revd 
Kerry Ramsay, Vicar of St Michael's & All Angels, Sunninghill, 
Bracknell Deanery, is to be also Priest in Charge, All Souls 
South Ascot; The Revd George Repath, Vicar St Michael's 
Bray with Braywood, Maidenhead and Windsor Deanery, is to 
retire; The Revd Marion Reynolds, Quantock Tcwers Benefice, 
is to be House for Duty Priest, Shelswell, Bicester and Isiip; 
The Revd Pauline Seaman, Priest in Charge of St Mary 
Magdalene, Shippon, and Curate in Charge & Chaplain of 
Abingdon Hospital, Abingdon Deanery, has resigned as Hospital 
Chaplain; The Revd Robert Spicer, Team Vicar, Beaconsfield 
Team Ministry, is to retire; The Revd Andrew Sweeney, Vicar, 
Cogges and South Leigh, is to be also, Area Dean, Witney; The 
Revd Michael Wright, Vicar, St Barnabas, Oxford, has retired. 
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Comment 



to the editor 



Making Friends 



WOODY Allen 
once said ‘80% of 
life is just turning 
up.’ Well, we’ve 
turned up at last. 

The removal vans 
disgorged an 
astonishing num- 
ber of packing 
cases and left us 
contemplating 
with dismay our excessive 
consumption in three 
decades of marriage. The 
cat was more concerned 
about whether we could 
locate her food. 

We’re delighted to have 
made it this far and to have 
received the warm welcome 
we’ve already experienced. 
We’re very grateful to the dio- 
cese, the church and to God 
for the opportunity to enjoy 
our faith with you and to join 
you in growing the Kingdom 
in the diocese of Oxford. 

We feel we’ve come 
amongst people who will 
soon become friends, even if 
the bishop may not be called 
‘pet’ as often as I was in the 
north-east. Friendship, of 
course, is a key category for 
Christians. Jesus said to his 
disciples at their last meal 
together that he didn’t want 
to call them servants; he real- 
ly wanted to call them 
friends. And Gregory of 
Nyssa, a fourth century bish- 
op once said. ‘The one thing 
that’s truly worthwhile is 
becoming God’s friend.’ 

I’d go with that. God 
forever holds out the offer 
of friendship; we have only 
to accept it and enjoy it. 
Then, of course, we discov- 
er that to be a friend of God 
means to become a friend of 
God’s other friends, and 
hence we build the fellow- 
ship of the Church - the 
Community of Friends. 



That may seem a 
dubious privilege 
at times. God’s 
friends come in 
such extraordinary 
shapes and sizes. 
They believe 
things that are so 
different from us. 
They do things so 
differently. They 
may even support 
Chelsea! But that’s the deal. 
God’s friends are our 
friends. They aren’t mono- 
chrome. They’re not all 
clones of our favourite vicar. 
And that’s where the fun 
starts. 

Here in the diocese of 
Oxford, I’m conscious that 
we have a microcosm of the 
glorious, multi-dimensional 
Church of God. We have the 
opportunity to live out the 
richness of our faith in a 
sceptical but spiritually hun- 
gry culture. I come among 
you as one who would love 
to be your friend in Christ, 
working with you to set 
before the world an attrac- 
tive, compelling, invigorat- 
ing vision of the Christian 
faith, a faith that changes 
lives and changes society. 

I’m sorry I can’t meet 
everyone at the Inauguration 
service on 8 June. That’s my 
loss. But I’m truly looking 
forward to meeting ‘all God’s 
friends and relations’ in sub- 
sequent weeks and months 
as I get about the diocese. 

This is an exciting time to 
be a Christian. We have 
everything to play for. I trust 
that together we’ll find that 
discipleship is a lot more 
than ‘just turning up’. It’s 
being God’s friend and com- 
mending that friendship to 
an anxious culture with 
courtesy and confidence. 

Alleluia. Christ is risen! 




Back to Church Sunday questions; women bishops; climate change 



Back to Church Sunday 

I was interested in the item 
on Back to Church Sunday 
(Front page, May DOOR) 
and indeed we are going to 
join in this year in 
Whitchurch, since it's hap- 
pening throughout the dio- 
cese. But I do have a couple 
of 'curiosities' and concerns. 

Firstly, are we trying to 
get people into the church 
buildings on Sundays? I 
thought we had decided the 
aim is to take the church 
(people) out to the (other) 
people where they are? 

Secondly, this headline 
finding '3 million would 
come back if asked' seems 
oddly naive and I wonder 
what question Tearfund 
asked and how they asked 
it? After all, surveys of buy- 
ers intentions are notorious- 
ly unreliable. 'If a turbo- 
charged, non-stick, carbon- 
fibre widget was available 
on the market for less than 
£100, would you buy it? Oh 
definitely. I wouldn't invest 
on the strength of that: 
there's no commitment 
whatsoever. Furthermore, it 
seems like a feeble excuse to 
say: 'I don't go to church 
because nobody invited me.' 

Thirdly, there doesn't 
seem to be any information 
on key ratios: how many 
were invited in the past, and 
of those, how many came 
back on the day? And of 
those, how many 'stuck' 
afterwards? 

The take-up announced 
on the website today (more 
than 50 churches) seems 
rather low. And the average 
increase of 8 in the congre- 
gation on the day seems 
quite a poor return for the 
effort which was no doubt 
expended. 

However, we are going to 
give it a go. I have written 
to every member of our 
church electoral roll, asking 
them to plan to come (that 
would double the congrega- 



tion by itself!) and to bring 
one person with them and 
also to start thinking now 
about whom to invite and 
praying for that person for 
the right opportunity to 
offer the invitation. So 
more news later! 

Peter Steddon 

Director, Oxford Industrial 

Chaplaincy 

Editor's note: Sharing Life is 
about offering the gospel 
message by all possible 
means: by meeting people 
where they are; by new forms 
of Christian worship; by 
fresh expressions of church. 
But we don't give up on tra- 
ditional forms of church, so 
we also have Back to Church 
Sunday (BTCS). 

We know from reliable sta- 
tistics that many former 
church members are well-dis- 
posed towards the church 
and will respond positively to 
an invitation to return. This 
is the basis of BTCS. 

But BTCS is fruitful in 
many more ways: congrega- 
tions take the courageous 
first step of inviting friends, 
neighbours and family to join 
them in worship; churches 
focus their attention on the 
welcome they offer the visi- 
tor; churches begin to offer 
nurture courses to develop 
discipleship; their confidence 
grows; and churches often 
extend BTCS to invite people 
of all ages who have never 
been to church before, 
(information contributed by 
Janet Russell, Parish 
Development Officer, Berks) 



Women bishops 

IN the November 1984 
debate on the Ordination of 
Women, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury said ‘it is of 
course an illusion to suppose 
that you can separate the 
two orders [priesthood and 
episcopate]’. I had been 
severely reprimanded by the 
Bishop of Birmingham for 



this illusion when, in order 
to make progress in the 
November 1978 debate, I 
had put down an amend- 
ment to separate the two 
orders. Years later he said to 
me: ‘You were right political- 
ly; I was right theologically.’ 

The theological reason 
why I was then wrong was 
that to admit women to a 
priesthood which was not to 
be open to the episcopate 
would be to admit them to a 
second-class priesthood. 
Politically it was later expe- 
dient for the process to be 
taken in stages - although 
other Anglican provinces 
have done so in one step. 

Theologically there is only 
one class of priesthood for 
women as for men. For the 
2000 women who have been 
made priest in England it is 
high time for the anomaly to 
be removed and for the 
Church of England to prac- 
tise the proper theology of 
priesthood by opening the 
way for them to the episco- 
pate. 

The Church of England 
has also made the priesthood 
of women second-class by 
creating no-go areas for 
them. The Act of Synod in 
1992 was intended to protect 
those who might then claim 
that the Church of England 
was not that from which 
they accepted holy orders, 
not those who have accepted 
those orders subsequently. It 
was on 4 July 1975 that the 
General Synod agreed that 
there were 'no fundamental 
theological objections to the 
ordination of women to the 
priesthood'. All those, who 
have sought and have 
received Church of England 
orders since then, have done 
so in the knowledge of that 
decision. They have accepted 
Holy Orders from and in a 
Church, which believed then 
that women priests were pos- 
sible, and for the last 13 
years has experienced the 



reality of their priesthood. 
The arrival of women bish- 
ops cannot be claimed to 
change the Church of 
England again because the 
priesthood and the episco- 
pate cannot in essence be 
separated. It follows that the 
legislation to allow women 
bishops should not create 
further no-go areas thus 
making them effectively sec- 
ond-class bishops. 

The period allowed for the 
reception of women priests 
has expired. The holy orders 
of women are as indelible 
and first-class as those of 
men. 

Canon Christopher Hall 

Deddington, Oxfordshire 



Climate Change 

WE shouldn't really be sur- 
prised that Darfur is experi- 
encing the world's greatest 
humanity crisis. Sudan is 
probably the poorest country 
on earth and Darfur is its 
poorest region. A glance at 
the background shows that 
in the 1970s and 1980s 
Darfur suffered repeated 
droughts and famine result- 
ing in a perilous economy 
and dire poverty which suc- 
cessive leaders struggled 
unsuccessfully to control. 
This led to the break-up of 
communities and a war char- 
acterised by ethnic cleansing. 

It is encouraging to see 
that Christian Aid has 
grasped the important link 
between climatic conditions 
and poverty and has chosen 
to make this part of its ongo- 
ing campaign to challenge us 
all to recognise that climate 
change hits the poorest in the 
world first and the hardest. 
This has helped revive my 
interest in issues relating to 
climate change. 

Visit the CA website to 
find out more www.chris- 
tianaid.org.uk 
Mike Lacey 
Wexham, Slough 



WATCHING Tony Blair's farewell speech, I 
couldn't help but feel overcome by a strong 
sense of ennui. Think back to 1997, when 
the new prime minister and his entourage 
arrived fresh-faced and smiling on the 
doorstep of Number 10. Admittedly the 
cheering crowds that greeted Tony and 
Cherie in Downing Street that morning 
were predominantly Labour Party activists 
and workers. But there is no doubt that the 
rekindled hope and aspirations of a majori- 
ty of Britons were solidly behind Blair at 
that moment. As the utopian strains of 
DrReam's Things Can Only Get Better 
segued into the dawn chorus, a groundswell 
of public optimism urged Blair to launch 
out on a bold, brave and socially just pro- 
gramme of governance. 

How different it all looks today. Despite 
an impressive legacy on some issues, the 
failures of the Blair years seem even more 



pronounced in propor- 
tion to the hopes that 
were initially invested 
in him. The Iraq catastrophe 
has severely undermined pub- 
lic trust, as indeed has Blair's 
highly questionable subordi- 
nation of Britain's interests to 
a Neoconservative political 
revolution in Washington. At 
home, the country seems ill at 
ease with itself. The gulf 
between rich and poor per- 
sists. Communities are mutu- 
ally suspicious and divided. 

British Muslims feel under 
intense pressure and growing 
scrutiny. Interest rates are ris- 
ing. Housing is scarce or unaffordable - or 
both. 

Ten years may feel like a long time in pol- 



itics, but it's worth 
remembering that 
however secure or 
entrenched a political regime 
may seem, all things have 
their day. When I was a stu- 
dent in the mid-8os, it 
seemed inconceivable that the 
Conservatives could ever be 
ousted. But Margaret 
Thatcher's fall, when it came, 
was as rapid as it was deci- 
sive. And the certainty of 
change in politics, as in life 
itself, leads us to reflect on 
the difference between divine 
and human perspectives. 

150 million years ago, the 
Thames Valley was bathed in balmy sun- 
shine and immersed beneath a tropical 
Triassic sea. Under Oxford's tarmac and 



Blaired Vision? 




by 

Alison Webster 



asphalt lie the fossilized bones of prehistoric 
creatures. Yet in cosmic time - or what the 
writer John McPhee has called 'deep time' - 
the interval between their extinction and 
our own short lives on this planet is barely 
the equivalent of the blink of an eye. It's 
worth reminding ourselves, when we reflect 
on the nature of temporal power, that all 
such authority is at best provisional. As 
Psalm 24 puts it: 'The earth belongs to the 
Lord, and everything on it is his. For he 
founded it in empty space and breathed his 
own life into it, filling it with manifold crea- 
tures, each one precious in his sight.' The 
power that our leaders exercise should be 
assessed, in the end, with this vital proviso 
in mind. 

Alison Webster is the Social Responsibility 
Adviser for Oxford Diocese 
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Sun, sand (or snow) and 
why go on a Christian h 

Christian holidays are growing in popularity, be they at home or abroad. The Door spoke to some regular holidaymakers and some speakers wit! 



WHAT is the most important aspect 
of your holiday? The location, the 
weather or the worship and 
Christian fellowship? 

There is a whole industry sprung 
up around Christian holidays 
today. And it is no longer only the 
territory of cruises or tours of the 
Holy Land. 



You can choose from skiing holi- 
days, singles’ holidays, children’s 
camps, family sun-soaked beach 
holidays, walking holidays or the 
more traditional pilgrimages. 

Chances are, whatever you fancy 
doing, there will be a company who 
will take you and will provide daily 
worship, Bible studies and 




USPG: Anglicans in World Mission is enabling Anglican 
Churches in more than 50 countries to share God's love 
through life-changing work, including healthcare, education 
and agricultural training. 

But we are more than just an aid agency. We also 
support church growth programmes, training for church 
leaders and dialogue with other faith communities. 

Contact us today and join God's global mission. 



Tel: 0845 273 1701 

Email: enquiries@uspg.org.uk 

www.uspg.org.uk 




Anglicans in 
World Mission 



Christian fellowship as well. 

Oak Hall holidays do just that. 
But they also pride themselves on 
providing low cost holidays. In 
fact, Andy Mayo of Oak Hall says 
that many people pitch up and 
book with them simply because 
they are so reasonably priced, par- 
ticularly for their skiing holidays. 

He says: ‘Not everyone who 
comes on holiday with us is a 
Christian, often people just come to 
us for a cheap ski holiday. 

‘But people have come to follow 
Jesus through our holidays, which 
is fantastic.’ 

Their holidays, both summer and 
winter, are aimed at the 20 and 30 
year old tourist, travelling alone or 
in a group. 

Their mission is clear. Andy says: 
‘The purpose of everything we do, 
whether in our ski season or our 
summer season, is to see people 
encouraged through Christian fel- 
lowship, and built up through clear 
Bible teaching. 

‘We want each person who 
comes with us to go back to their 
home church and become more 



fully engaged th^re.’ 

Mastersun (and its winter holi- 
day division, Masterski) has been 
running for 23 years now. They 
offer holidays for families and indi- 
viduals and have seen up to 9,000 
people travel with them in a year. 

'It was the time with 
people, listening, 
chatting and praying 
that I found the most 
rewarding 7 



They offer Bible study and wor- 
ship every day. 

Bob Fleming, managing director 
said: ‘Most people who come with 
us are Christians, they come with 
us because they want to meet other 
Christians and have fellowship.’ 
And it is that fellowship, where it 
is ‘normal to be Christian’ as Sian 
Lupton puts it (see below) that is 
the factor most mentioned by peo- 
ple who choose to go again and 



again on holiday with a Christian 
tour operator. 

The fellowship is also appreciat- 
ed by the chaplains or speakers 
who accompany the trips. 

Ian Macdonald works as a youth 
advisor for the Oxford Diocese. 

He was recently asked to be a 
speaker on a ski trip to Switzerland 
with Gold Hill holidays. 

His role was to lead the evening 
meeting each night but also to be 
around to help, pray and listen to 
guests. 

VHe said: ‘The fact that the holi- 
days are staffed by Christians, with 
an explicit focus on worship and 
Christian community makes them a 
fantastic time. 

‘You don’t have to be a Christian 
to come on one and not everyone 
was, but it was clear though that 
everyone appreciated the ethos and 
welcome that the holiday provided. 

‘With everyone taking turns to 
help cook, to wash up and clear up, 
the holiday had a real family feel. 

‘What was encouraging for me is 
that although I enjoyed the skiing 
(a lot) it was the time with people, 



The family: the Luptons at Spring Harvest, Minehead 



Sophie Lupton (age 6): I like 
Spring Harvest because it was 
interesting and fun. What I liked 
most about Spring Harvest was the 
Paint Factory! It’s because you 
could learn about God, you could 
do art and you could learn about 
the stories of Jesus! The rides were 
fun but I liked the Paint Factory 
better! And in our chalet it was 
nice. It wasn’t like home but it was 
good. The problem was we had an 
ant problem. So Spring Harvest is 
the fun-est place EVER!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Sian Lupton (ageing gracefully): 
We had a great time at Spring 
Harvest, Minehead. Even the jour- 
ney was enjoyable as Jim and I 
reminisced about previous holidays 
and concluded that it’s a taste of 
the kingdom to come. You can 
have fun, learn and be challenged 
in a culture where it's normal to 
be a thinking Christian and the 
children love their stuff too! There 
were seven families from St Nic's 
there at the same time, which gen- 
erally meant that everyone could 
have company or space when they 
wanted it. 

It sounds corny, but it was great 
to spend time with my husband 



learning and reflecting on our rela- 
tionship with God. R.T. Kendall's 
preaching was excellent and 
Geraldine Latty was fab leading 
worship in the big top. We all real- 
ly enjoyed the Lacey Theater 
Company performances in the 
morning and evening Big Top ses- 
sions. We were amazed that three 
thousand other folk also thought it 
would be good to make the 7 am 

service on Easter 
Sunday on 
the beach. 



and I both ended up phoning our 
parents from the beach to share 
the experience. 

The weather was glorious, so 
this was the first time that Jim had 
no problems persuading us to go 
to the beach for kite flying and 
digging tunnels to Australia.... 

We will definitely be booking for 
next year. 




m 



The Luptons, of St Nicholas 7 church, Newbury, holidayed at Spring Harvest 
at Minehead this year. 
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Christian holidays 



ellowship: 
I iday? 

Christian tour operators to find out why. 



listening, chatting and pray- 
ing that I found the most 
rewarding.’ 

The more traditional pil- 
grimage tours are still taken 
by many who want to bring 
the Bible alive. 

The Revd Brian Spence 
from Berkshire has been 
organising educational and 
pilgrimage tours for more 
than 18 years, in between 
parish duties. 

He says: ‘After you’ve pad- 
died in the Sea of Galilee you 
never look at the Bible in the 
same way again.’ 



Brian believes the tours 
can offer a new dimension 
on faith for many people and 
even for himself - one trip to 
Israel sparked a whole new 
exploration and apprecia- 
tion of the Old Testament. 

People who go on 
Christian holidays say they 
come back not only physical- 
ly but spiritually refreshed, 
returning to both work and 
local church with more 
enthusaiasm. 

And what more can you 
ask for from your annual 
holiday? 



Contacts: 

Mastersun 020 89429442 
www.mastersun.co.uk 

Oak Hall Holidays 01732 
763131 www.oakhall.co.uk 

Brian Spence can be con- 
tacted on 0118 930 2227 

See also the Scripture 
Union and Cyfa camps for 
youth holidays, Lee Abbey 
for retreats, and Greenbelt 
and New Wine Festivals 




Photo courtesy of M asterS ki/S tat ion de la Rosiere, France 



Win a holiday with Oak Hall! 

Oak Hall have teamed up with The Door to offer a lucky reader a free holiday to the Swiss 
Alps. The £300 trip includes accommodation overlooking Lake Wallen, in a centre surrounded 
by lakes, mountains and waterfalls, perfect for walking, swimming and boating. To enter answer 
these questions: 1) in how many different places can a person cycle in France with Oak Hall? 
and 2) Whose waterfall will we see at En Gedi? You may need to look to the Oak Hall website 
for inspiration! Send your answers to door@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Oak Hall compe- 
tition, The DOOR, Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey Lane, Oxford 0X2 ONB by June 12. 

The Speaker: Tom Darwent of Wycliffe Hall 



Tve been four times as a 
speaker on ski trips with 
Oak Hall, to either 
Switzerland or Austria. 

The thing I've been most 
struck by in working with 
Oak Hall is that although 
they have a reputation as a 
bit of a dating agency, the 
organisation is actually 
totally focused on evangel- 
ism, and in many ways 
that raison d’etre of Oak 
Hall is to make skiing 
affordable for as many 
people as possible, so that 
they will get a chance to 
hear about Jesus. 

This focus is reflected in 
the fact that their trips are 
extremely good value for 
money, and that on any one 
trip you can expect at least 
a quarter not to be 
Christians - and sometimes 
more. 

And if lots of them come 
to the talks (which they do 
on some trips) the speaker 
definitely ends up with 
more proportionately more 
non-Christians than you'd 
get in the vast majority of 



churches. So it’s a brilliant 
evangelistic opportunity. 

This applies not just to 
the talks though, but also to 
the all the chair-lift rides, the 
coffee breaks, lunch, bus 
journeys etc. when you have 
a perfect opportunity to chat 
to people who are often 
much more willing to talk 
about spiritual things than 
they might be at home. And 
those opportunities are not 

'It's also a great 
opportunity to show 
that Christians can 
be normal and can 
enjoy themselves 
without feeling the 
need to drink them- 
selves into oblivion' 

just for the staff but for any 
Christian on the trip who 
wants to share their faith. 

It’s also a great opportuni- 
ty to show that Christians 
can be normal and can enjoy 
themselves without feeling 



the need to drink themselves 
into oblivion every night. 

On a more pastoral level, 
I’ve met many people on 
these trips who are coming 
away from very difficult situ- 
ations at home and who are 
looking for someone to open 
up to about those problems 

- or who are looking to get 
some perspective on them 
having left them behind for 
a week. And that’s on top of 
the relief of stress and other 
positive emotional benefits 
that can come from having 
so much for a fun for a 
week, and doing it in an 
environment that is so 
beautiful and through an 
activity that requires 
enough concentration to 
easily take your mind off 
things at home. 

All in all, I can think of 
many people for whom 
going on such a trip would 
undeniably good for them - 
spiritually, emotionally, 
physically, and often socially 

- and is not just the indul- 
gent luxury holiday some 
people take skiing to be.’ 




OPEN DAY 

Find out about life as a chorister in this 
day-boy choir 

Sat. 9 June 4-7pm 

see www.newcollegechoir.com 

or phone 0 1 865 2795 1 9 
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Advertising Feature 

CLASSIFIED RESOURCES 
- keep these numbers handy! 





TO ADVERTISE RING: 020 7417 5801 



By Michael Brown 

RUSSIAN PRESIDENT Vladimir 
Putin (Orthodox) thinks the Bishop 
of Carlisle, the Rt Rev Graham Dow, 
did a "good job" on outgoing Prime 
Minister Tony Blair (Anglican). 
Bishop Dow has disclosed the 
Russian leader's thoughts in 
comments about the "quiet faith" of 
the man who leaves No 10 Dowing 
Street next month after a decade in 
office. 

Tony Blair and Graham Dow have 
known each other since the days 
when the future bishop was chaplain 
at St John's College, Oxford, and the 
future premier was a student there in 
the 1970s. 

The last time Bishop Dow saw Mr 
Blair was in 2000 when the former 
was at Downing Street to discuss his 
appointment to Carlisle. 

As the Prime Minister last week 
announced his retirement, Bishop 



Dow revealed: "I bumped into him as 
I was being taken down a corridor at 
No 10. 

"He was approaching with President 
Putin. I tried not to catch his eye, as I 
didn't want him to think I expected 
him to stop and speak. But he 
introduced me, explaining that I had 
been his chaplain at Oxford. Putin 
turned to me and said: 'You did a 
good job'." 

Bishop Dow, commenting on Tony 
Blair's quiet faith as an Anglican and 
his apparent disinclination to wear 
his religion on his sleeve, said: "It's 
never been fashionable for our 
Christian leaders to advertise their 
Christianity. Tony Blair lias taken his 
cue from society around him and we 
live in a culture that is increasingly 
anti-Christian. " 

Bishop Dow added: "In view of this 
previling climate, Tony Blair has 
taken the right course in choosing to 
be more subtle." 




Riddle of the Month 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WINNER OF THE MAY RIDDLE: 

M M Simpson of Marlow in Buckinghamshire, who explained the conundrum thus: 
“Nowhere in the puzzle does it say that the incident took place at night, so I think the driver saw 
the dog because it was broad daylight”. Their prize (Editor’s choice of book) is in the post! 

Thank you for all of your entries and once more congratulations to Matthew H - 
I think that’s three correct answers in a row! 

HERE’S THIS MONTH’S PUZZLE: 

I have seas but no water, 

Coasts with no sand, 

Towns, but no people; 

Mountains, no land. 

What am I? 

Solutions on a postcard please to: The Door Riddles, 4th Floor, Central House, 

142 Central Street, London, EC IV 8AR 
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Christian Aid warning 
on climate change 

PLANET EARTH will become 
a 'world of many Darfurs' if 
global warming is not tackled 
immediately, according to a 
report released by Christian 
Aid. 

The report warned that at least 
one billion people will be forced 
to migrate between now and 
2050 due to the effects of 
climate change. 

It said future migration will 
'swell the ranks' of the 155 
million people already displaced 
by conflict, disaster and large- 
scale development projects, and 
the numbers would dwarf those 
made refugees following the 
Second World War. 

In addition, Christian Aid 
warned that the majority of 
victims would be from the 
world's poorest countries. 

John Davison, the report's lead 
author, said: “We believe that 
forced migration is now the 
most urgent threat facing poor 
people in the developing world.” 



Published to mark Christian Aid 
Week 2007, the report warns 
that the world is facing its 
largest migration of refugees, a 
phenomenon which could 
trigger countless conflicts in the 
world - often among the poorest 
areas with the least resources. 
Meanwhile the Bishop of Bath 
and Wells, the Rt Rev Peter 
Price, speaking at a service in 
Bath Abbey at the start of 
Christian Aid week, called for 
Christians to bury their 
differences and start 
contributing to help the world's 
suffering millions. 

He hit out at “Cup Cake 
Christians” - Christians who 
refuse to engage fully with the 
burning issues and needs of the 
time. 

“Cup Cake Christians are those 
who have their own individual 
Jesus neatly packaged, 
separated from all others, 
covered in sweetness, avoiding 
all that is difficult and 
challenging. And, oh! with the 
cherry of personal salvation on 
the top,” he told the 



ST KATHARINE’S HOUSE 
WANTAGE 

Residential Home with Nursing 







• Modern, well equipped Care Home for 75 elderly 

ladies in 5 acres of lovely grounds near town centre. 

% 

• Non-profit making charity, under the aegis of the 
Community of St Mary the Virgin. 

• Excellent Facilities include a beautiful Chapel in 
the grounds. 

• Residents are strongly encouraged to live 
independent lives in a vibrant and happy community. 

Contact: The Warden, St Katharine’s House, 
Ormond Road, Wantage, Oxon, OX1 2 8EA 
Telephone: 01235 762739 
email: warden.stkatharines@talk21 .com 
www.stkatharineshouse.co.uk 



congregation. 

“Is not this the time to bury our 
differences as Christians, and 
unite ourselves to those made 
like us in the image of God 
throughout the world, suffering, 
dehumanised, because of war, 
violence, drought, storms, 
disease and poverty?” 



New Church of 
England resources 

THE CHURCH of England has 
issued a new range of books to 
help parishes reach out to young 
people, warning that the 
Christian youth subculture can 
actually put people off the faith 
rather than attract them. 

The books suggest that 'no one 
size fits all' when dealing with 
youth and that many methods 
used by churches to engage with 
young people over the years are 
flawed and outdated. 

One question raised is whether 
'mass action mission events' 
have any lasting effect on local 
areas and how they encourage 



the spiritual growth of young 
missioners involved in them. s 

The book also addresses how 
young Christians relate to other 
faiths and the implications of 
living in a multi cultural and 
multi faith society. 

Another book, Young People 
and Worship, debates the 
different ways young people can 
worship, covering creative 
approaches to worship and new 
ways of conducting liturgy. It 
was praised by the former 
Bishop of Barking, the Rt Rev 
Roger Sainsbury, for not 
'dumbing down young people's 
approach to God'. 

Meanwhile the Church has 
launched its latest version of 
Visual Liturgy Live software 
aimed at clergy preparing 
services. The new edition 
includes recent additions to 
Common Worship including 
Times and Seasons, Christian 
Initiation and Daily Prayer - 
and the added bonus of being 
able to view the latest Visual 
Liturgy news. 



ARTICLES FOR SALE OR 'FREE TO GOOD HOMES'! 

COLLATOR Second-hand collator seeks new home - useful for sorting 
newsletters etc. (Abingdon) Please call 01235 834053 

DRIED SILK FLOWER ARRANGEMENTS for sale; various colours, in 
vases. (Reading) Please call 07733 402609 

TWO PRAYER STOOLS - anyone interested? St John's, Kidmore End no 
longer requires them. Please call 0118 972 231 1 



FREE READER SERVICE 

Advertise household articles for sale or donation in The Door, or send 
personal messages of congratulations or sympathy to friends and family - 
for free! 

Simply fill in the form below and return it to us - we'll do the rest. 

Name 

Address 



Postcode Tel/Mobile 

Item, offer, description or message - up to a maximum of 20 words: 



Post to: 

The Door, 4th Floor, Central House, 142 Central Street, 

London, EC1V 8AR 

Space is limited and is offered on a strictly first come, first served basis. 
This is a reader service and does not extend to business sales of any sort. 



CtP_2 1st 
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In brief 



Churches urged 
to ‘care for 
creation’ and 
buy local food 




CHURCHGOERS in the diocese will 
lie asked to buy local produce and 
support the farming industry if a 
motion going to synod gets the go- 
ahead. 

Churches will be asked to use local 
produce wherever possible, and agree 
to do all they can to support local 
farmers, their community and the 
local economy. 

The motion will go before diocesan 
synod this month and is expected to 
draw widespread support. 

Revd Glyn Evans, diocesan rural 
officer, said it was designed to 
encourage churchgoers to think 
about the origins of the food and 
services they buy. 

Many churches have signed up to 
the fairtrade pledge and already 
source their tea, coffee and biscuits 
from fairtrade co-operatives. 

The local food motion will not 
detract from or clash with that, said 
Glyn. 

‘We want to encourage churches 



and church members where possible 
to use local produce alongside fair- 
trade produce. The two don’t often 
clash; the typical fairtrade produce - 
tea, coffee, bananas and sugar - 
aren't grown locally anyway.’ 

While sales of fairtrade produce 
were up 40 per cent last year, just 18 
per cent of us choose to buy British 
produced food. 

v If we have to pay more 
for our food for the good 
of others, that is a sacri- 
fice we should be prepared 
to make' Glyn Evans 

And that choice is having a dra- 
matic impact on farmers, their fami- 
lies and our landscape. 

Glyn said: ‘This is all about fair 
trade for British farmers. Some 20 
per cent of farmers are on less than 
the national average wage, so we 




have a Christian social concern here 
too. 

‘There is also a theological impera- 
tive about the care for creation.’ 

The Women’s Institute has also 
taken up the plight of British farmers, 
particularly in the dairy industry. 

They recently organised a Great 
Milk Debate in co-operation with the 
National Farmers Union, where 
events were held in many WIs, high- 
lighting the low price farmers get paid 
for the milk and the pressure put on 
dairy farmers by the supermarkets. 

The average dairy farmer is now 
making a loss of more than three 
pence on every litre of milk. 

Anne Liverseidge, president of 
Winslow WI in Buckinghamshire, 
said: ‘We wanted to raise awareness 
of the unfair price paid to our dairy 
farmers by the supermarkets. 

‘Waitrose and Marks and Spencer 
pay the best price for milk, the others 
say they will do more. Our message 
was ‘be vocal, be local’,’ she said. 

Around 130 people attended the 
Winslow meeting. 

The pressure on farmers has driven 
many to the brink of despair and 
beyond: the Farm Crisis Network 
saw calls to its helpline rise by 60 % 
last year. Those that are surviving are 
being forced to diversify - a lifeline 
has been thrown to some by the 
farmers’ market. 

In this diocese there are regular 
farmers’ markets in many of our 
towns and cities. Deddington farmer 
George Fenemore (see below) is an 



arable and livestock farmer who is 
diversifying and sells honey at his 
farmers’ market. 

All produce sold on a market has 
to have been produced within 30 
miles of the market itself, cutting 
down on the journey time of food 
and its carbon footprint. 

The distance people travel to buy 
their food also has to be factored into 
the ecological equation, said Glyn. 

Undoubtedly farmers’ markets cost 
more than going to your local super- 
market, but we must literally pay 
that price, he said. 

‘We also have to sacrifice some- 
thing for the good of others some- 
times don’t we? So if we have to pay 
more for our food for the good of 
others, that is a sacrifice we should 
be prepared to make. 

‘And anyway we have suppressed 
the price of food in this country, we 
spend far less today on food in real 
terms than we did 20 or 50 years ago. 

‘If we were to value the production 
of food once again then people will 
pay more for their food.’ 

• The Door has five copies of v How 
many Lightbulbs does it take to change 
a Christian' - a pocket guide to shrink- 
ing your ecological footprint by Claire 
Foster and David Shreeve - to give 
away. It contains helpful tips on ways 
of reducing your carbon footprint, 
including tips on food and shopping. To 
enter, send your name and address by 
June 12 to Lightbulbs Draw, The Door, 
Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey 
Lane, Oxford 0X2 0NB. 



British food: buy it or lose it 



by George Fenemore 

I took the tenancy of Home Farm 
Clifton, Deddington in March 1974. 
At that time the farm was 210 acres, 
but over the years the farm has been 
extended to 520 acres with the farm 
being worked by my son and myself. 
I came to the farm at a time when 
national food security had a high 
priority in the eyes of the then gov- 
ernment, and we were actively 
encouraged to increase production 
by any means possible. 

Today some 30 years on the mes- 
, sage from government is that 
\ ‘National food security is neither 
necessary or desirable’ and our 
markets are being flooded with low 
cost food from other parts of the 
- world, many of which are not con- 



strained with the compliance regu- 
lations imposed on British food 
producers. Historically farmers are 
price takers not price makers and 
farm gate values have fallen sharply 
over the last 10 years. 

Recent government figures show 
that the total income from farming 
(TIFF) for 2006 including all farm 
payments was 61% below the 1995 
TIFF figures, and predicts the farm 
incomes will fall again this year. 

The food trade gap between what 
is exported and imported is now 
over £15 bn a year, with the average 
‘take home pay’ taking into account 
the farm payments for British 
Farmers being less than £15,000 a 
year, (this is a average so many will 
be below that). At this level of 
income many farms are not finan- 



cially viable and just to stay on the 
farm, other sources of income are 
needed, either from diversification 
or off-farm part time work. 

At Home Farm with the land- 
lords permission, we have taken up 
a higher level environmental 
scheme, and we also run a bee 
keeping enterprise with all the 
honey and beeswax candles being 
sold through local shops and at the 
Deddington farmers’ market. My 
son is also a member of the 
Deddington retained fire and rescue 
service giving 24/7 cover. 

Through the stranglehold which 
the large food retailers now have on 
British farming, our dairy industry 
is in virtual meltdown with the rest 
of us not very far behind. Unless 
the buying policies of the retail 



trade are changed to reflect the cost 
of production we shall become a 
nation dependent on others to feed 
us. Perhaps the future lies in the 
past, and the food motion coming 
before synod encouraging the 
Church to think local when buying 
food is a step in the right direction, 
this may well be the cause of some 
conflict for some, between third 
world fair trade and fair trade at 
home but I am sure that both can 
sit well together. 

British produced food really is on 
the edge, and perhaps as with so 
many products that we buy today, it 
to should have a warning label, ‘buy 
it or lose it’. 

George Fenemore is a member of 
the Diocesan Farmers Forum, and is 
on Deddington PCC 



Award for Jeanne 

The Certificate of Emeritus 
Readership will be awarded 
to long-serving Jeanne 
Lindley at All Saints' 

Convent this month. 

Jeanne has been a reader 
(licensed lay minister) for 36 
years, and has worked along- 
side her husband, the Revd 
Geoffrey Lindley, in parish 
work since 1947. 

She has also been involved 
in training other LLMs. 

Jeanne says she would love 
to see old friends from the 
many parishes where they 
have worked and lived, at the 
presentation and service on 
26 June at 11am. 

Free website training 
for community groups 

Oxfordshire Community 
and Voluntary Action 
(0CVA) is offering FREE 
training on setting up web- 
sites. 0CVA offers sessions at 
venues across Oxfordshire for 
voluntary and community 
organisations - including 
churches. 0CVA also offers 
useful training courses on a 
range of other topics includ- 
ing training for treasurers 
and working with volunteers. 
For more information, see 
www.oxnet.org.uk, email 
info@ocva.org.uk or phone 
01865 251946. 

Back to Church 
Sunday - don’t delay 

Around 60 churches have now 
registered to join the Back to 
Church Sunday initiative on 
30 September. 

Many more may be plan- 
ning to take part - but 
haven't yet ordered their 
resource packs. Even though 
Back to Church Sunday is a 
way off yet, the deadline for 
orders is the end of May. 

Please contact Ruth Wilson 
(ruth.wilson@oxford.angli- 
can.org) as soon as possible 
to register your church if you 
haven't already done so. 
Even if you are not planning 
to buy materials, it would be 
helpful to know that you are 
taking part. 

To find out more and to 
read some case studies from 
last year, see www.back- 
tochurch.co.uk or go to 
www.oxford.anglican.org/bac 
ktochurch. 

Making the link 

The first phase of a project 
to help St Andrew's Church, 
Caversham, reach out effec- 
tively to its local community 
has been opened. On the day 
of his retirement from full- 
time ministry, Fr Keith 
Kinnaird cut the ribbon open- 
ing the covered Cloister Link 
between church and church 
hall. Fundraisers are now 
focusing on the next step. 



* 
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Christian agency 
joins pleas for 
Chad crisis 



World Church 

‘Whoops of joy’ as new Bishop 
inaugurated in our link diocese 

Nick Molony describes the ordination and consecration of The Very Reverend Oswald Swartz ( pictured 
below with Bishop Colin) as Bishop for our link diocese, Kimberley and Kuruman 



THE International Aid 
agency, CORD has joined the 
demand for more funding to 
meet the worsening crisis in 
Chad, where 230,000 
Sudanese refugees and thou- 
sands of displaced Chadians 
are seeking sanctuary from 
the increasing conflict on the 
borders with Darfur. 

CORD (Christian 
Outreach and Development) 
is based just north of the 
Oxford diocese in 
Leamington Spa. The charity 
has been in Chad since 2004, 
working with 75,000 people 
in four camps, 70 per cent of 
whom are under the age of 
18. Conditions in the camps 
are extremely difficult - day- 
times temperatures average 
40°C, there is no electricity 
or running water. 

The growing insurgency 
and violent attacks have 
spread from Darfur, forcing 
thousands of Chadians to 
flee their burnt out villages. 
Meanwhile Sudanese 
refugees are being targeted 
by rebel forces, offering them 
money to join up. Violence 
against women is also 
increasing as tensions mount. 

Despite heightened securi- 
ty risks, CORD’s interna- 
tional staff in the eastern 
region continue to deploy a 
team of more than 500 
national and refugee work- 
ers; providing schooling for 
18,500 children as well as 
projects which enable young 



people to learn a trade and 
earn a living to support their 
families, both whilst in the 
camps and for when they 
eventually return home. 

Donor fatigue for the 
region and subsequent lack 
of funding mean that 
CORD’s programmes are 
under threat, despite the 
need to sustain those affected 
by the continuing conflict 
being greater than ever. 

‘Our work is providing a 
lifeline for these people,’ said 
CORD’s Chad Programme 
Manager, Jeremy Taylor. ‘We 
recognise that poverty leads 
to conflict which in turn can 
lead to more poverty. 
Without offering a sustain- 
able way out of that trap for 
the refugees, there is little 
hope for a peaceful future. 

‘We can’t abandon what is 
a very successful programme 
and leave these people with 
no hope or means of build- 
ing any sort of new life. 
Which is why we are appeal- 
ing to the public to help us 
out of this crisis. 

The agency’s appeal comes 
as the U.N. Humanitarian 
chief, Jan Egeland, highlight- 
ed how only 16% of the 
institutional funding 
required by NGO’s working 
in the country has been 
forthcoming. 

To support CORD’s work, 
visit www.cord.org.uk or 
contact CORD, on 01926 
315301. 



THE days before the conse- 
cration of Bishops in 
Kimberley were marked by 
frenetic activity and attention 
to detail. No one in Belgravia 
or the Memorial Road areas 
of the city could have been in 
any doubt that something 
important was about to hap- 
pen on what was one of the 
long weekends of the year; 
ringed by Freedom Day and 
Workers Day - the day of the 
consecration. 

Guests were arriving all 
over the weekend - not only 
from the Northern Cape 
Province and the area 
around Mafikeng (the area 
covered by the diocese) but 
from other parts of the 
North West, for the conse- 
cration of the Bishop of 
Motlosane, and from Kwa- 
Zulu-Natal for the consecra- 
tion of one of Natal’s 
Suffragan Bishops. In order 
to make efficient use of time, 
the bishops also held their 
Provincial Synod. 

One of the first to arrive 
was Archbishop Njongonkulu 
Ndungane (known to many as 
Bishop Winston when he was 
Bishop of Kimberley in the 
early 1990’s) Bishops came 
from neighbouring 
Mozambique, Botswana and 
Namibia. Others from further 
afield included the Congo, 
Malawi and Mauritius as well 
as our own Bishop Colin from 
the Diocese of Oxford. 

The service began promptly 
at nine o'clock; about two 



hours after sunrise and anoth- 
er dry, cloudless day. The 
height of the sun as it moved 
around was just right to light 
up the cathedral with its long 
red-brick nave. The proces- 
sions took quite some time 
and was followed immediate- 
ly by the unveiling of a cente- 
nary plaque marking a centu- 
ry of worship in St. Cyprian's 
Cathedral. A welcome from 
one of the churchwardens led 
us into the gathering and a 
most impressive Eucharistic 
liturgy on the feast of St. 
Joseph the Worker. 



'It was quite clear 
from the cheers and 
whoops of joy com- 
ing from different 
parts of the building 
which bishop was 
being inaugurated' 



It was a wonderful and 
peaceful mixture of ceremo- 
ny and informality: the 

Anglican Church of the 
‘Rainbow Nation’ at its best: 
The order of service for the 
around 2,000 people present 
was a large booklet; it had to 
be, with five main languages 
used at the service. A very 
lively sermon on one of the 
post resurrection events by 
the Archdeacon Ngewu from 
Grahamstown reminded all in 




item before the peace and the 
Eucharist was the collation. 
For those who might be in 
doubt what this is about, the 
Archbishop made it clear: 
‘this is when I give these men 
some work to do’. 

The service lasted two and 
a half hours and was bril- 
liantly arranged by the Dean 
and his team. We look for^ 
ward to welcoming Bishop 
Ossie to some of the 
events in Christ 
Church in 



leadership in a time of change 
that they have to brace them- 
selves for the turbulence of the 
Sea of Tiberius. In turn lay peo- 
ple, deacons, priests and bish- 
ops renewed their Baptismal 
Vows with questions put by 
the Archbishop. A most mov- 
ing sequence was when a 
young teenager approached 
the Archbishop and addressed 
him. Later the people were 
sprinkled with water from the 
three dioceses. 

Following the presenta- 
tion the bishops-elect lay 
prostrate during the 
litany. The normal legal 
processes and questions 
led up to the ordination 
and giving of the 
Bible, cross, ring, 
mitre and staff. 

For the few 
unable to see 
(the sight lines 
are very 

good) it was 
quite clear 
from the 

cheers and 
whoops of 
joy coming 
from dif- 
f e r e n t 
parts of 
the build- 



i n g 
which 
bishop 
was 
being 
inaugurat- 
ed. The last 



Confronting the challenges of AIDS 



SIMEON Nkoane, who was the 
Bishop of East Johannesburg 
until his death in 1989, con- 
fronted the challenges of 
apartheid in South Africa. The 
Trust established in his memo- 
ry is now confronting the chal- 
lenges of poverty and 
HIV/AIDS and they are awe- 
some, as the Trust’s Director, 
Stuart Craig, made clear in his 
recent talk to the Oxford 
branch of the United Nations 
Association. UNA aims to 
ensure that the UN is strong, 
credible and effective. 

The number of Aids orphans 
in South Africa is now well over 
two million and rising. Stuart 
recently met a grandmother 
who is caring for 33 grandchil- 
dren. Infection rates exceed 50 
per cent in some areas. People 
attend more funerals than chris- 
tenings or weddings. Cemeteries 
are full to overflowing. Relevant 
drugs still only reach a third of 
those who need them. It’s a 



chilling picture yet the Trust 
continues to achieve remark- 
able results in spite of every- 
thing, and is attracting more 
and more support for its work. 

In the audience was 
Margreet Armitstead, vicar of 
St Mary and St Nicholas 
Church, Littlemore, whose 
parishioners focussed during 
Lent on a Trust pre-school 
project in the remote township 
of Daggakraal. ‘Littlemore and 
Daggakraai could journey 
together with our differences 
and our similarities and both 
be enriched,’ said Margreet. 
‘The support would not just be 
financial but also through 
prayer. It is tremendously 
important for them to know 
that someone far away cares.’ 

If you would like to know 
more about the Bishop 
Simeon Trust you can contact 
John Wilde on 01865 
401028 or look on their web- 
site www.bstrust.org. 




R@C|p@ by our cookery writer Ann Way 

Asparagus and Smoked Salmon Roll with Peeled 
Cucumber and Lemon and Lime Dressing 



My husband and I often stay at The Royal York and 
Faulkner Hotel in Sidmouth, where the food is excellent. 

On a recent visit, the Chef, with the kind permission of one 
of the family owners who runs the hotel, kindly wrote out 
the recipe of one of the starters that Leslie and I particularly 
enjoyed. Unfortunately my poor husband suffered a couple 
of strokes during our stay, and the staff here couldn't have 
been more helpful. After the doctor had said he didn't need 
to go in to hospital they have given him such support, even 
arranging a folding wheelchair so that I can take him 
around - they are used to having elderly people holidaying 
here, which is fortunate for us! I hope the DOOR readers 
enjoy the Chef's Asparagus and Smoked Salmon Roll as 
much as we did. 



Blend fresh mustard, lemon and lime juice, mayonnaise and 
salt and pepper until you get a runny consistency. 

Place asparagus tips into boiling water, cook until nutty and 
cool down 

Cut strips of smoked salmon and wrap around four pieces of 



asparagus. 

Cut peeled cucumber at acute angle and use three slices for 
decoration. 
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Personal, stories illuminate study of clergy’s role today 



A CHANCE meeting with Bishop Anthony, late of 
Dorchester and now of Ely, led to a discussion 
about Martyn Percy’s new book. Bishop Anthony 
yvas delighted that now, so many years after the 
publication of his own ‘The Clerical Profession’ 
there was a worthy successor to continue a dia- 
logue between theology, the practice of ministry 
and the insights of sociology. 

Martyn Percy’s book ‘Clergy: the origin of 
species’ is a delightful, provocative, interesting and 
a very informative book about clergy and how their 
role has changed over the years and how they per- 
ceive themselves today. It is crammed with careful 
reviews of other people’s thoughts, and illuminating 
stories from the past with all sorts of reality checks. 

At the heart of the book is an enquiry into how 



God calls people into ministry and how response 
to that divine call is shaped over and over again 
by circumstance and social and political contexts. 
Martyn Percy is a teacher at heart, and this book 
is packed with easy to read and hugely informa- 
tive snippets of history, theology and theory. 

The interplay between revelation and how 
revealed truth is incarnated in historical place and 
time is a constant theme of this book, and is illumi- 
nated by mirroring with the clashes between cre- 
ationism and evolution. 

In his final chapter and coda Martyn Percy 
offers not just history and theology, but also care- 
fully considered and wise understanding of the 
way in which the Church and its ministers are 
making sense of this endless dance between 



Revelation and the demands to interpret the 
truths of God in each new place and time. 
Personal stories of ministry and the way in which 
ministry is so often shaped in the early days by 
pastoral encounters and experience bring this 
book to life and it is a book well worth reading, 
enjoying and pondering over. 

Keith Lamdin is director of 
Stewardship ; Training , 
Evangelism and Ministry 

CLERGY; THE ORIGIN OF 
SPECIES 
MARTYN PERCY 
CONTINUUM PU BLISHING 
£ 15.99 




we know you like to 



support good causes 

(but maybe the taxman isn’t one) 



Clergy and churchgoers are known for their generosity, but there 
are better uses for your money than paying too much tax. Make the 
most of your tax-efficient allowances and start a new Individual 
Savings Account (ISA). 

Starting an ISA now means that you’ll have the potential to benefit 
from more growth, which you’d miss out on if you wait until the end 
of the tax year. Even if you think you can’t afford to save, you could 
be surprised - even small amounts can quickly mount up. 

We know that everyone is different and that’s why we have a range 
of investment funds, including our ethically-screened Amity Fund, 
to suit your needs. Whatever your objective, be it building a nest 
egg, investing for a rainy day or saving for a special occasion, 
we can help. 

Please remember that the value of investments can fall as well as 
rise. Stocks and shares should be seen as a medium to long term 
investment for a period of at least five years. The tax treatment of 
ISAs and their distribution cannot be guaranteed. If you save in an 
ISA you are entitled to keep all that you earn from that investment. 
The value of tax relief will depend on your individual circumstances. 









Call free on 0800 107 0190 quoting M63E 
email financial_services@eigmail.com 
visit www.ecclesiastical.com/isa 



Home insurance ■ Wedding insurance ■ 
Retirement planning ■ Mortgages 



Travel insurance ■ 
■ Church insurance 



Savings & Investments ■ 
■ Church Hall insurance 



Protection & Life Assurance 
■ Charity insurance 



Ecclesiastical Insurance Office pic. (EIO) Reg. No. 24869. Ecclesiastical Insurance Group pic. (EIG) Reg. No. 1718196. Ecclesiastical Life Ltd. (ELL) Reg. No. 243111. 
Ecclesiastical Group Asset Management Ltd. (EG AM) Reg. No. 2170213. Allchurches Investment Management Services Ltd. (AIMS) Reg. No. 2170173. 
Allchurches Mortgage Company Ltd. (AMC) Reg. No. 1974218. All companies are registered in England at Beaufort House, Brunswick Road, Gloucester GL1 1JZ UK. 
Tel: 01452 528533. EIO, ELL, EGAM & AIMS are authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority and are members of the Financial Ombudsman Service. 
EIO & ELL are members of the Association of British Insurers and AIMS is a member of the Investment Management Association. 




painting by Anna Payne 



Bucks Visual Arts 

AS part of Bucks Visual Arts this 
year Anna Payne will be exhibit- 
ing her colourful paintings with 
symbolist, spiritual and Indian 
influences. 

Watercolour painter and 
lithographer Joy Brand and 
sculptor Andrew Smith will also 
be displaying their work. 

The exhibition will be held at 
St. John the Baptist Church, 
Little Marlow, Bucks and is free 
to enter; but the artists hope vis- 
itors will contribute to the 
Church’s Pipe Organ Appeal. 

It runs from Thursday 21 June 
to Wednesday 27 June and is 
open weekdays and Saturday 
11 am to 4 pm and Sunday 1 pm 
- 5 -pm. 

For more information phone 
Trisha Woodcock on 01296 
614283 or go to: 
www.bucks-open-studios.org.uk 

Young people 
share their faith 



online 



TEENAGERS in Buckingham 
have launched a video about 
their Christian faith on 
YouTube. 

The teenagers made the video 
before Easter as part of a mis- 
sion week in the town, called 
“From here to Eternity”. With 
the help of' students from 
Wycliffe Hall in Oxford, 
Christians in the Buckingham 
area ran a series of open events 
designed to share their faith with 
others. 

As part of the week, the 
church youth group K2 invited 
their friends to take part in activ- 
ities as diverse as unicycling, 
dance, football, gymnastics, 
music - and film-making. 

The video shows the young 
people sharing their answers to 
questions such as “Why are you 
a Christian?” and “Why do you 
believe God loves you?” 

The Revd Claire Wood says: 
‘The video has had an amazing 
impact on those who were 
involved. As one of the adults 
said, to hear young people talk- 
ing about their faith so boldly 
and unashamedly is a humbling 
but encouraging experience.’ 

You can watch the YouTube 
video at: 

www.youtube.com/watch ?v=- 
mOoaukWOv4 
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The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is 
designed to be hung on church noticeboards. Please send your events to 
doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. The deadline for the 
Juiy/August 2007 issue is Wednesday 6 dune 



June 

Fri 1 READING Organ 
recital 12.15pm Reading 
Minster. 

Sat 2 BANBURY 

Banbury Choral Society ‘A 
Sea Symphony’, St Mary’s 
Church 7.30pm. 01295 
259855. 

Sat 2-Sun 3 HEADING- 
TON QUARRY Flower 
Festival with teas Holy 
Trinity Church, Sat 
10am-7pm, organ recital 
evening; Sun 12-6pm fol- 
lowed by Flower Festival 
Evensong. www. 

friendsofholytrinity.org.uk. 
Sun 3 LOWER BASIL- 
DON St Bartholomew’s 
Church open day 2-4pm. 
Sun 3 COOKHAM 
Patronal Festival Holy 
Trinity Church, Solemn 
High Mass 6.30pm. 

Wed 6 LOWER BASIL- 
DON St Bartholomew’s 
Church open day 
llam-3pm. 

Thu 7 STOKE POGES 

Quiet Garden, Stoke Park 
Farm, Park Rd, 
9.45am-3pm; reflection 
10am- 12.30pm. Every 
Thursday; 01753 

644273/643050, quiet.gar- 
den@ ukonline.co.uk. 

Sat 9 SMPPON Summer 
Fayre St Mary Magdalene 
Church 1- 3.30pm. 

jem.morley@waitrose. com. 
Sat 9 GLYMPTON 
Village Fete 2-5pm in aid 
of British 01993 812076. 
Sat 9 BROUGHTON 
CASTLE. Grand Fete and 
Car Boot 2pm in aid of St 



Mary’s Church. 01295 
m 722015. 

Sat 9-Sun 10 
DUCKUNGTON Open 
Gardens, flower festival 
1.30-5.30pm; Sat Concert 
(Brize Singers) 6pm; Sun 
Songs of Praise St 
Bartholomew’s Church 
6pm. 01993 702870. 

Sun 10 FILGRAVE St 
Peter’s Tyringham with 
Filgrave Garden Fete 
2.30pm, grounds of 
Filgrave House, bmirug- 
by@yahoo.co.uk. 

Sun 10 LETCOMBE 
BASSETT Garden Fayre 
2-6pm: gardens open, in 
aid of Church Restoration 
Fund. 01235 762390. 

Thu 14 NEWBURY 
Organ recital St Nicolas’ 
Church 1.10pm. 

Sat 16 KIDLINGTON 
Old Time Music Hall; wine 
and strawberries, 

Edwardian dress. St Mary’s 
Church 7pm. Tickets 
01865 375916 
Sat 16 IVINGHOE 
Ivinghoe & Pitstone 
Summer Fete: fancy dress 
parade Memorial Hall 
1.30pm; arrival at The 
Lawn 2pm. 01296 668336. 
Sat 16 STOW ON THE 
WOLD St Edward’s 
Church 7.30pm, ‘Bavaria, 
Betjeman and Bubbles’, 
Chipping Norton Choral 
Society: Betjeman’s poems 
set 'to music, Elgar’s songs. 
Tickets Cotswold 

Newsagents, High St, 
Chipping Norton, or tick- 
ets@cncs.org.uk. 

Sat 16 ASTON TIR- 
ROLD Summer 

Reflections, Centre for 



Reflection 10am-4pm, 
£20. 01235 850423, 

www.reflect.freeuk.com. 
Sat 16 FREELAND 

‘Exploring Psalm 139’ 
Quiet Day, Oxford 
Christian Institute for 
Counselling, at 

Community of St Clare, 
10am-4pm, £15. 01865 
308889. 

Sat 16-Sun 17 PAD- 
BURY Open Gardens, teas 
2-6pm. wrigleyj@ btopen- 
world.com. 

Sat 16-Sun 17 NET- 
TLEBED Village Festival, 
St Bartholomew’s Church: 
art and writing workshops, 
folk concert, memorabilia 
exhibition. Service of 
Thanksgiving Sun 4pm. 
cm@cract. wanadoo.co.uk. 
Sat 16-Mon 18 
COOKHAM DEAN 
Flower Festival; cream teas 
in WI Hall Sat; refresh- 
ments in vestry at other 
times. 

Sun 17 OLNEY The 

Glories of Venice’: Bedford 
Sinfonia and Locrian 
Chamber Choir, St Peter & 
St Paul’s Church 3pm. 
Tickets on door ijklm@tis- 
cali.co.uk. 

Sun 17 READING 

Reading Bach Choir 
Churches Torn; starting St 
Giles’, Southampton St, 
4.30pm: learn about histo- 
ry and architecture, hear 
English church music. 
Tickets 0118 947 0104. 

Fri 22 FINGEST Healing 
Service with laying on of 
hands and anointing at 
Holy Communion 

10.15am. 01491 571231. 
Sat 23 



Midsummer Miscellany 
(organ and soprano) St 
Peter’s Church 7.15pm in 
aid of Age Concern; retiring 
collection. 

Sat 23 NEWBURY 

Organ masterclass St 
Nicolas Church. 01635 
49474. 

Sat 23 WOUGHTON ON 

THE GREEN Strawberry 
Fayre. St Mary’s Church 
2.30pm. 01908 665113. 
Sat 23 BLEDLOW Fete 
1.30pm adjacent to Village 
Hall in aid of Bledlow, 
Saundertion & Horsen-don 
Parish in association with 
Bledlow Church. 07880 
7 8 5 5 6 5 , 

Debbie.sullivan@lvl.com. 
Sat 23 GARSINGTON St 
Mary’s Fun Day, The 
Rectory, 17 South End 
2 - 5 p m 

Anniepwright@aol. com. 
Sun 24 BANBURY St 
Mary’s Choir ‘Tercentenary 
Concert’ St Mary’s Church 
7pm. 01295 253329. 

Sun 24 YARNTON Open 
Day at Yamton Manor: 
displays on manor’s history, 
live music, teas, in aid of St 
Bartholomew’s Church. 
Tickets 01865 

377946/373749 
Fri 29-Sun 1 July 
WINGRAVE Flower 
Festival Fri 2-5pm, Sat 
10am-6pm (coffees & 
lunches); Sun after 10am 
service to 6pm; Songs of 
Praise 6pm. Wingrave 
Singers’ 30th anniversary 
concert Sun 7pm. 01296 
681566. 

Fri 29-Sun 1 July 
DAMASCUS GROUP 
OF CHURCHES 



(Drayton, Appleford, 
Sutton Courtenay, 

Steventon) History 

Weekend: exhibitions in 
each village. 01235 
531374/848297. 

Sat 30-Sun 1 July 
FREELAND Flower 
Festival St Mary’s Church 
Sat 10-6; Sun 12-6, fol- 
lowed by Songs of Praise. 
01993 883600. 

July 

Sun 1 GORING Concert 
with Orchestra of All Souls 
Langham Place in aid of 
church refurbishment. 
Tickets 01491 871970. 

Sat 7 HIGH WYCOMBE 
All Saints’ Church Summer 
Fete: The Great Teddy Bear 
Jump Fete (day of ‘beary’ 
events) 9.30am-3.30pm. 
01494 531377. 

Sat 7 CHALGROVE 
‘Jazz in the Garden’, 
Manor gardens 7pm, in aid 
of St Mary’s Church; bring 
picnic. Tickets 01865 
890460, www. chal- 
grovechurch.org. 

Hie 10-Fri 13 HOD- 
DESDON Modem 
Churchpeople’s Union 
Annual Conference: 
‘Violence: a stubborn pan- 
demic’, High Leigh 
Conference Centre. 0161 
633 3132; www.mod- 

churchunion.org. 

Wed 11 EARLEY MU 
Summer Meeting, St 
Peter’s, 7pm with talk on 
‘slavery today’. 

Sat 14 FINCHAMP- 
STEAD Summer Fete in 
aid of St James’ Church 
Conservation Fund, 
Finchamptead Memorial 
Park 2pm. 0118 973 0133. 



Church Teas 
Church House, 
Hughenden Park 

Sundays and Bank Holidays to 
28 October from 2.15pm: 
cream teas in aid of St 
Michael & All Angels Church 
and charities. 

01494 5 25 645 

Holy Trinity Church, Penn 
Street 

Summer Sundays and most 
Bank Holidays from 2.30pm: 
cream teas in aid of Holy 
Trinity Church, and Christ 
Church, Holmer Green. 

St Mary’s Church Chantry 
House, Henley on 
Thames Summer Sundays 
and Bank Holidays 2-5pm: 
teas (Choral Evensong 17 
June). 

Would you like your church 
teas included in the July/ 
August DoorPost ? 

Please send details, including a 
contact phone number or 
email address, by 6 June. 
Remember there is no August 
issue! 



Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays 8am Holy 
Communion; 10am Matins 
(coffee in Priory Room); 
11.15am Sung Euchanst; 
6pm Evensong 
Weekdays: 7.15am Matins; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 



1-1. 10pm Praying at One 



(Monday Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday); 1pm Wednesday only 
Holy communion; 

6pm Evensong (Thursday 
Sung Eucharist 6pm) 
Cathedral Office 01865 276155; 
Cathedral Secretary <sally-ann. 
ford@chch.ox.ac.uk>; website 
< www.ch.ch.ox.ac.uk> 



World Church Year 2007 
in the Diocese of Oxford 

Lectures: Priory Room, Christ 
Church, Oxford 4.30pm; free. 
Choral Evensong in Cathedral 
at 6pm 

4 July Revd Ralph 
Williamson (college chaplain) 
Postcards from the Indian 
Church 

11 July Ven Julian Hubbard 
(Archdeacon of Oxford) 
Churches and the European 
Union: a reflection for the 
Feast of St Benedict, patron 
saint of Europe 
18 July Very Revd George 
Pattison (Lady Margaret 
Professor of Divinity) A 
Worldwide Church or a 
Christian Movement ? 

25 July Very Revd 
Christopher Lewis (Dean) 
Fresh Models of Christian 
Unity 

1 Aug Canon Marilyn Adams 
(Regius Professor of Divinity) 
Models of Church: Global and 
National 

8 Aug Revd Steffen 
Weishaupt (Protestant Church 
in the Rhineland) Ministries 
and Parishes: a German per- 
spective 

15 Aug Very Revd Nicholas 
Coulton (Sub-Dean) Asylum 
and Conversion: migration 
across boundaries 



BBC Radio Oxford 
95.2 

BBC Radio Berkshire 
104.1 

Sunday Show 6-9am 



BS fff hml _ 

ilUNC rfayar Hilary compiled by Pam Gordon 






■I 



Peace be within your walls and 
tranquillity within your palaces. 
For my kindred and companions' 
sake, I will pray that peace be with 
you. Psalm 122: 7-8 
Let us pray to God our Father 
through Jesus Christ his Son, in the 
power of the Holy Spirit, for: 

Fri 1 Oxford Deanery. The 
parishes are seeking ways in 
which they can support each 
other: We recognise that there 
are many different expressions of 
worship within our deanery and 
that there are important theo- 
logical issues that need to be 
addressed. May we grow to 
understand each other better and 
to appreciate the different gifts 
that the parishes possess. Area 
dean - Anthony Ellis; synod lay 
chairman - Peter Bridges; 
licensed lay ministers - Bruce 
Armour; Jeanne Lindley; indus- 
trial chaplain - Peter Steddon; 
ecumenical representative - 
Steve Hellyer 

Sat 2 Oxford Deaf Church: 
clergy - Roger Williams, Ben 
Whitaker; Diocesan Council for 
the Deaf chair - Ian Cohen; 
chaplains - Roger Williams, Ben 
Whitaker, Vera Hunt; licensed 



lay ministers - Bruce Armour, K. 
Dyson, Janice Palmer, Ursula 
Coles, Mary Lovegrove. Oxford 
Deaf Choir: 

Sun 3 Trinity Sunday 

Archbishop Rowan and the 
worldwide Anglican communion. 
Mon 4 Kidlington with 
Hampton Poyle: clergy - 

Anthony Ellis, Hilary Campbell, 
Jason St John Nicolle, William 
Whyte, Jim Turner; licensed lay 
minister - Lesley Heffer. 

Hie 5 North Hinksey: clergy - 
Anthony Rustell, W. Browning, 
Philip Budd, Rodney Hill; 
licensed lay minister - Ken Goff. 
Wed 6 Oxford St Aldate: clergy 
- Charlie Cleverly, Gordon 
Hickson, Simon Ponsonby, 
Helen Azer; lay pastor - Anita 
Cleverly; worship pastor - 
Martin Layzell; youth worker - 
Oli Benyon; children’s worker - 
Rachel Smith. 

Thu 7 Oxford St Andrew: cler- 
gy - Andrew Wingfield Digby, 
Shaun Atkins, Will Pearson-Gee, 
Elisabeth Goddard; licensed lay 
ministers - Paul Clifford, Donald 
Hay, David Wright; youth work- 
ers - Carrie Heywood, Alex 
Johnston. 

Fri 8 Inauguration of the Bishop 



of Oxford, Rt Revd John 
Pritchard. His equipping as he 
leads the mission for Sharing 
Life, and his family as they settle 
to life in the diocese. 

Sat 9 For bishops in the episco- 
pal areas of Dorchester; Bishop 
Colin, Reading, Bishop Stephen, 
and Buckingham, Bishop Alan, 
and the archdeacons Julian 
Hubbard, Norman Russell and 
Sheila Watson. 

Sun 10 First Sunday after 
Trinity Bishop’s advisers and 
officers. 

Mon 11 Area deans and their 
clergy chapters. 

Hie 12 Retired and non- 
parochial clergy. 

Wed 13 Oxford St Barnabas 
and St Paul: clergy - Michael 
Wright, Dennis Mason; licensed 
lay minister - Margaret Ellis. 
Thu 14 Oxford St Ebbe with 
Holy Trinity and St Peter-le- 
Bailey: clergy - Vaughan 

Roberts, Peter Wilkinson, 
Samuel Allberry, Julian Bidgood. 
Fri 15 Oxford St Giles and St 
Philip and St James with St 
Margaret: clergy - Andrew 
Bunch, Georgie Simpson; 
licensed lay ministers - David 
Longrigg, Paula Clifford, 



Margaret Hollis. 

Sat 16 Oxford St Mary 
Magdalen: clergy - Peter Groves; 
licensed lay minister - A. Palmer. 
Sun 17 Second Sunday 
after Trinity The officers in 
diocesan boards and councils. 
Mon 18 Oxford St Mary the 
Virgin with St Cross with St 
Peter in the East: clergy - Brian 
Mountford, Hugh Philiipson, 
Harriet Harris, Charlotte 
Bannister-Parker, Jonathan 
Herapath. 

Hie 19 Oxford St Matthew: 
clergy - Steve Hellyer; licensed 
lay ministers - Jane Usher; Alan 
Wallis; youth worker - Yvonne 
Morris; lay pastor - Jane 
Sherwood. 

Wed 20 Oxford St Michael and 
St Martin and All Saints: clergy - 
Hugh Lee, Gregory Platten. 
Oxford St Thomas with St 
Frideswide and Binsey: clergy - 
Russell Dewhurst, Richard 
Martin. 

Thu 21 South with New 
Hinksey: clergy - James 

Wilkinson, Balwant Singh. 
Wolvercote with Summertown 
(LEP): clergy - Jan Rushton, 
Mark Butchers, Joanna Coney, 
Viv Bridges, William Pryor; lay 



ministers - Margaret Clarke, 
Tony Lemon; youth worker - 
Anne Barker. 

Fri 22 Vale of the White Horse 
Deanery. Our deanery develop- 
ment plan. Our expertise groups 
in the deanery: Vocations and 
Training, Mission and Outreach, 
Youth Work - The Cyber Bus, 
youth worker Simon Faulks - 
Worship & Spirituality, Deanery 
Development. The work of 
Faringdon Family Centre and 
Femham ‘Inspire Projects’ which 
is developing the church for 
community use. Our farmers 
and those who work in rural 
industries. Area dean - Richard 
Hancock; synod lay chairman - 
Jeff Greenhalgh; ecumenical rep- 
resentative - Elizabeth Boyd. 

Sat 23 Rural communities and 
the work of the church in meet- 
ing their particular needs. 
Diocesan rural officer - Glyn 
Evans; archdeaconry rural offi- 
cer - John Townend; deanery 
officers - Anne Hartley, John 
Hirons, Anne Kelaart, Roy 
Lamboume, Gillian Ovey; mem- 
bers of the Rural Officers Team. 
Those producing Rural News. 
Sun 24 Third Sunday after 
Trinity All who maintain the 



fabric of our church buildings, 
whether on a diocesan scale with 
professional skills or the local 
scale with loving care. 

Mon 25 Cherbury with 
Gainfield: clergy - Sally Welch, 
Joy Hance; licensed lay minister 

- Margaret Terry. 

Hie 26 Faringdon with Little 
Coxwell: clergy - Charles 

Draper; licensed lay minister - 
G. Scott-Brown; youth worker - 
Simon Faulks. 

Wed 27 Great Coxwell with 
Buscot, Coleshill and Eaton 
Hastings: clergy - John 

Noddings. 

Thu 28 Shrivenham and 
Ashbury: clergy - Richard 
Hancock; licensed lay minister - 
Anne Bell, Rodney Elton. 

Fri 29 Stanford in the Vale with 
Goosey and Hatford: clergy - 
Michael Wenham, Charles 
Patterson, Barbara Webb; lay 
pastor - Rebekah Callow; 
licensed lay ministers - Jill Smith, 
Peter Stallabrass. 

Sat 30 Uffington, Shellingford, 
Woolstone and Baulking: clergy 

- Rosanna Martin, Jim Payne; 
licensed lay minister - Sue 
Saunders. 



V 





YOUTH VIEW 



Around 700 young people 
queue in anticipation of an 
evening of fun, passionate, high 
octane worship and great teach- 
ing. On February 3, this was the 
scene outside the King’s Centre 
in Oxford. They were waiting 
for Vertigo, a countywide youth 
event for young people in 
Oxfordshire. 

Vertigo has now been running 
for two years and is organised 
by a group of youth workers 
from Oxford and across the 
^county. It has been exciting to 
see what can happen when 
youth leaders and young people 
alike come together from a vari- 
ety of denominations, forget 
their differences and concentrate 
on what they have in common, a 
love for Jesus. Over this time, 
we have seen great things hap- 
pening both at the event as well 
as outside it in the time between. 
Young people have gathered in 
worship, prayed together, 

: responded to challenging teach- 
ing and made decisions about 
how they are going to lead their 
lives. They have gone out on the 
streets of Oxford taking part in 
social action projects; they have 
found people at school who 
share their faith that they would 
have never otherwise known; 
they have got involved with dif- 
ferent organisations and chari- 
ties to make a difference. Vertigo 



aims to call young people 
together to equip and empower 
them to live lives passionate 
about Jesus, relevant to the 
world in which they live, and 
make a difference in their com- 
munities for the glory of God. 

At this event, Krish Kandiah 
gave a talk about mission. That 
mission was about passing on 
the ‘baton of faith’ that we had 
all received from someone, 
maybe a parent or grandparent 
or perhaps a friend or youth 
leader. We were challenged that 
we could all be a part of this 
movement whether it was across 
the world or next door. In 
response to this, the next Vertigo 
on June 23 is a chance to put 
this into practice. Krish Kandiah 
has been invited back to give an 
evangelistic talk and an event is 
being planned that young people 
can invite their friends along to. 
The 29th Chapter are coming to 
perform a concert, the sumo 
suits are returning, inflatables, a 
BBQ, the cafe and bandstand 
will all be there ready for action. 
So, if you are aged between 13 
and 18 come along and if you 
can, bring a friend! 

For more information email 
info@vertigo-ox.com or go to 
www.vertigo-ox.com 

Mark Harlow is a school's 
worker based at St Andrew's 
North Oxford. 




Congregation pose for artist’s work 

bv Sally Jarman 



MEMBERS of the congregation at 
St Michael’s Church, Tilehurst, 
could find themselves seeing double 
when a new painting of The 
Adoration is unveiled at a special 
service on 27 May. 

Local artist Jane Masson has 
incorporated the faces of more than 
50 members of the church into the 
three-panel oil painting that will 
hang in the arches above the Sedilia, 
by the altar. 

It will serve as a snapshot of St 
Michael’s at the start of the 21st cen- 
tury and also herald the start of a 



major restoration programme for the 
800-year-old church. 

The worshippers, who look into 
the central scene from the two outer 
panels, are depicted in their mod- 
ern clothes and, Jane warned, have 
been painted ‘realistically’! The 
bright, synthetic colours and fibres 
of today’s clothing have added a 
bright, modern aspect to a 
medieval concept. 

She told the DOOR that the proj- 
ect was the brainchild of former rec- 
tor; the Revd Fred Dawson, and had 
been hugely enjoyable but technical- 



ly challenging, involving a great deal 
of research into everything from the 
type of boards to use to the best oils 
to stand the test of time. 

Most enjoyable, though, had been 
the enthusiasm of the congregation 
to be involved. She had been over- 
whelmed by the response to her 
request for volunteers to appear in 
the painting and was looking for- 
ward to hearing their comments on 
the end result. 

The Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell, 
Bishop of Reading, will dedicate the 
painting at the service on 27 May. 



BCP services hard to find? 



PBS 

Prayer Book 
, Society 



Registered Charity No. 1099295 

The Prayer Book Society exists to 
promote the worship and doctrine 
of the Book of Common Prayer. 

Contact 01 18 958 0377 
gpwild@ btconnect.com 
or visit www.prayerbook.org.uk 



TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 
Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 
and Robemakers 
109 COWLEY ROAD 
OXFORD 0X4 1HU 
TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022 

• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and 
Cottas • Albs • Stocks • Vergers and 
Preaching Gowns • Preaching Scarves 
• Stoles • Hoods • Girdles and 
Cinctures • Shirts and much more 
'[-ACADEMIC ♦ LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 




THOUGHT 
FOR THE 
MONTH 

By Em Coley 



'But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, 
he will guide you into all the truth. He 
will not speak on his own; he will speak 
only what he hears, and he will tell you 
what is yet to come. He will glorify me 
because it is from me that he will 
receive what he will make known to 
you.’ John 16:13-14 

‘Granny, is Jesus God, or is Jesus Jesus 
and God God?’ My niece has a wonder- 
ful habit of asking questions (thankfully 
of her Granny, because she is the ‘older 
vicar’ in the family!) that get right to the 
heart of the issue and, in the process, get 
Granny (and myself) scratching our 
heads. How does the relationship 
between God the Father and God the son 
get understood by a five year old girl? 
And why, for that matter is it important 
to her? 

The answer to that is, I suppose, sim- 
ple; it is to do with relationship. As 
Rhianna learns more about the person of 
Jesus, she needs to know how that relates 
to the God to whom she prays. It is 
about putting the pieces of a jigsaw 



puzzle together, in order to get a com- 
plete picture. It is part of our human 
nature, the quest for knowledge and I 
wonder whether it is the pursuit, or the 
treasure at the end that is the most impor- 
tant. Jesus promises that the Holy Spirit 
will guide us in to all truth, a promise of 
revelation which seems crucial to me in 
whetting our appetite to find out more, to 
raise queries and ask questions. 

It can be difficult, disempowering, or 
even threatening to acknowledge to our- 
selves an area of ignorance or confusion, 
and yet perhaps the easiest way to stag- 
nate in our faith is to stop asking ques- 
tions, to stop wondering and wrestling 
with issues. Whether these are issues of 
theology or issues of relationship it is the 
questions we ask, or more specifically the 
process of searching for answers that 
produces growth. And perhaps this is 
one element of being like children that 
Christ encouraged - not being content 
with our current level of understanding, 
but always wanting to know more, to 
search more, to understand more, and so 
to enter into a deeper relationship. 



The Revd Em Coley is curate at Wendover and Halton, Buckinghamshire and a regular contributor to the DOOR. 




STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and repaired. 
Specialists in reproduction of hand painted and 
decorative glass for windows and doors. 

Ecclesiastical and Residential 




3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 Fax: 0118 957 5865 

By appointment only 





